

































































, 5 
£ - 
Ye ’ By ae E Pey: = see ie ; eS 


rk 


er. 


he 


or 





nd full 
a 

lain 
bligate 
a a 


29038 


Tee 
’ 


~ 


= 


+ 


ASS 


CONGRESSIONAL ela 
gAu 3 31 

(& BEACON Ss 

ROSTCH 


preearrn e 








Che Sonday School Times 


Copyright, 1930, by The Sunday School Times Co, Entered as second class matter July 16, 1879, at the post-office at Philadelphia, Pa., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
: Entered as second-class matter at the post-office department, Ottawa, Canada. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 323-327 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, February 8, 1930 


Volume Seventy-two. No.6 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 88 





Lesson for February 23 in this issue 
Lesson 8.—The Twelve Sent Ferth. Matthew 9:35 to 11:1. 
Notes on Open Letters: 

Di 


d God Lead His Son into Temptation? ........... 78 
Moffatt and Moderniffm «.......ccscccscsccccccvvccecsee 7 
Atheism’s World-Wide Attack on Christianity. By Mrs. 
PE UNE. 454 bc 505d 0 vees hob oho0t phe 0tencdincnneedcqecep 79 
The Bible Sparrow in Our StreetS .............seeseeeeees 80 
Irak in the Days of Nimrod. By Melvin Grove Kyle, 
MEI 5 0 ce 5s 05k 0n cb Mls och pbweSt bn bie cveee tees cate 80 
Exploring for Gospel Centers in the Belgian Ardennes. 
CE Pe THOTCOE cee ceniccvcceccevecveceddoveséveceee 81 
UEP REOL  LPMEEOE~ TAG. 6060 cccc cs crvcvesindeceubes 82-86 
Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By John W. Lane, Jr. 86 
Ee a ceRigb ds cede as b4< 0 0h0 CHECERISD NODC SOs bE. 87 
I SE bo abe 5 5.6:6504 0500s 00 cab essees Cees ets t's 87 


For Family Worship. By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. .. 88 








O WE fully realize how our buying problems 

have been simplified by advertising ? The ad- 

vertisements go far toward helping one make a 

quick, careful selection. You will find real buying- 

help in the advertising columns of THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES. 




















My Mother’s Song 


By Maud Frazer Jackson 


| HEARD a song that touched my heart 
And filled my eyes with tears. 
It was the song my mother sang 
In long-departed years, — 
** Only trust Him, only trust Him, 
Only trust Him now; 
He will save you, He will save you, 
He will save you now.” 


How sweet the words that gave me hope 
That I might be restored, — 
* Come, every soul by sin oppressed, 
There’s mercy with the Lord.” 


I seemed to hear her gentle voice 
As in the long ago, — 
« Plunge now into the crimson flood 
That washes white as snow.’’ 


She knows tonight, my mather knows, 
Up there, her prayers are heard ; 

For Jesus gives the wanderer rest. 
I’m “trusting in His Word.” 








The First Humanist Society 


Humanism has long been popular. One of its 
societies was started shortly after the flood, when men 
proposed to build “a city and a tower, whose top may 


reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name” (Gen. 
11:4). The result of this society was Babel; from 


* that day, more than 4,000 years ago, to this, the mem- 


bers of the society have not been able to speak the 
same language. To those who are familiar with the 
history of mankind and of religions a piece of news 
brings mild amusement and pity. Charles Prancis 
Potter, formerly minister of a Unitarian church in 
New York (now connected with no church), who 
some five years ago debated on the Bible, evolution, 
and fundamental doctrines with the late Dr. John Roach 
Straton, has founded the new First Humanist Society 
of New York. ‘Great crowds came to hear him, hun- 
dreds being turned away, at two meetings on a recent 
Sunday in New York. H: announces that the new 
religion is not one of supernaturalism. “We do not 
begin with the doxology, for that contains many sur- 
vivals of ancient theology which Humanists cannot 
conscientiously éndorse. . . . The Humanist has his 
doubts of the virtue of the triune formula ‘Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.’ It is not an efficacious incantation 
in an age of science.” Dr. Potter says the Humanist 
does not believe in the Holy Ghost, nor in miracles, 
mor in prayer, nor in the virgin birth. “We seek the 


improvement of man, believing in the latent power of 
man for his own self-betterment,” and he urges “a 
religion in which we can believe.” This, of course, is 
simply getting back to the principles and platform of 
the really first humanist society, organized in the 
Garden of Eden,, the charter members being Satan, 
Eve, and Adam. From that day to this man has con- 
tinually announced that he could improve himself, and 
that he has discovered a modern way of doing it. Yet 
even in the Garden of Eden God exposed the awful 
mistake of the humanists, and showed that the only 
way of life and “improvement” was by the seed of the 
woman, whom we now know to be Christ and Saviour. 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast.” 


=x 
“Not a Creed but a Life” 


Creed and life are constantly being set over against 
each other. Why should they be? We cannot do 
without either. A favorite Modernist slogan concern- 
ing Christianity is “Not a Creed but a Life.” - Presi- 
dent Buswell of Wheaton College, commenting on this 
pathetically ignorant expression, quoted one day in 
class the old ironic rejoinder: ‘Cut down the tree if 
you like. All we want is the shade!” ‘The Modern- 
ists, rejecting one or another of the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith, and decrying creed in contrast 
with life; do not realize that there can be no life 
without creed, no shade without the tree. But, Dr. 
Buswell continues, a student in the classroom replied 
with the question: “But isn’t our saying or acting 
‘Not a life, but a creed,’ partly at least responsible 
for that perversion of truth?” “And,” said this 
Christian college President, “of course it is.” It is 
a peril of Fundamentalists, as of all Christians, to be 
more concerned with creed than with life, more inter- 
ested in doctrine than in doing. We are to believe in 
order that we may live; we are to rejoice in the pre- 
cious doctrines of the revealed faith in order that 
we may live more abundantly, and may show forth 
lives tingling with power and demonstrating the truth 


of our glorious Gospel. Forgetting life and stressing 
creed may be as mistaken and futile as forgetting creed 
and stressing life. God wants usto have both at their 


best. 
_— 


The New Coat 


Clothing and food are prizes dangled before the 
eyes of men. -A striking iflustration that has appeared 
from time. to time in the “Round Table” in THe Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Times shows that there is a greater prize. 
“Socialism,” declared a street orator, “can put-a new 
coat on a man!” “Jesus Christ,” cried a voice in 
the crowd, “can put a new man in the coat, and that 
is better still!” The retort shows why the Gospel is 
better than Socialism. A new coat does not make a 
new man; but a new man can easily get a new coat. 
The Gospel declares: “Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creation: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5: 
17). Better still, the Gospel gives us the new coat 
along with the new man. This is part of the “all 
things.” Therefore “I wiil greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me 
with the robe of righteousness” (Isa. 61:10). And 
this wonderful garment or robe is nothing less than 
Christ himself. When the prodigal son repented and 
turned home, “the father said to his servants, Bring 
forth the best robe, and put it on him” (Luke 15: 22). 
The best robe is Christ; and the heavenly Father puts 
that best robe upon every one who turns to him in 
repentance and faith: “For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ’ (Gal. 
3:27). And with the spiritual blessing goes every 
needed temporal blessing. “Therefore I say unto you,” 
said the Lord to his disciples, “Take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your bodies, what ye shall put on. Is 
not the life more than meat, and the body than rai- 
ment? ... your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things. But seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall. be added unto you.” 


A King Speaks Peace to the World 


has spoken words that were heard by millions 

of persons throughout the world as they were 
being uttered. They were words of peace. A King’s 
message of peace has girdled the earth. He is King- 
Emperor of the only nation on earth today on whose 
subjects the sun never sets. He is a greatly beloved 
monarch, and a Christian sovereig . brought up at the 
knees of a devoted Christian Queen-mother; it has 
been his. lifelong habit to read the Word of God daily. 

We have hardly begun to realize the stupendous 
thing that happened on the twenty-first of January, 
when the London Naval Arms Conference was opened 
in the Royal Gallery of the House of Lords by his 
Majesty George V, and the royal address of welcome 
was carried by radio across the oceans and continents 
and islands of the world to the listening ears of all 
mankind. The five great sea powers of civilization 
—Great Britain, the United States, France, Italy, 
Japan — had met to discuss the limiting and reducing 
of their fleets, as a contribution to the general effort 
to which fifty-seven nations have pledged themselves 
in the hope of abolishing war. 

“At eleven o’clock they were all there — diplomats, 
admirals, secretaries, and journalists — gathered in the 
great chamber. To the brilliant lights of the Royal 
Gallery the entering mists lent a sobering hue, which 
added beauty to the scene. There was the buzz of 
conversation which always attends. such modern meet- 


Fe the first time in history an earthly King 


ings when statesmen who have been working for peace * 


meet as old acquaintances, and say words of cheer and 
welcome. And there was not one uniform in the place. 

“Suddenly there was silence—perfect silence. 
Through the door at the end of the gallery walked 
King George, escorted by Prime Minister MacDonald. 


Into the golden room of still more golden dreams 
came the monarch of the most famous sea power to 
speak of naval disarmament and peace.” 

The King took from an attendant the enscrolled 
copy of his address,—his message not only to the 
gathering of representatives of nations before him, but 
to the whole world. Facing him was the silver and 
gold . Sapeepnee that was to carry his voice to far 
ands. 

The whole setting was significant and symbolical. 
As the well-known war correspondent, Frank H. 
Simonds, cabled from London: “Prime Minister Ram- 
say MacDonald symbolically turned his back upon a 
painting of Trafalgar, and Premier André Tardieu 
looked undisturbed upon another of Waterloo... . 
The King looked squarely into the faces of the Ameri- 
can delegation, representing a country which had 
once rebelled against another George.” A King 
was speaking peace to those who had once been the 
enemies of his nation and government. 

Outside was the fog. It was such a fog as only 
London knows. “The * st thick fog of the winter 
provided a picturesque setting for the opening of the 
conference. With visibility in the streets around 
Westminster Palace limited to a few yards, ... the 
Gothic spires and pinnacles of the Houses of Parlia- 
ment faded at a height of a few yards above fhe 
ground into phantom shapes looming dimly through 
the fog, while the exterior lights and illuminated win- 
dows showed up as isolated bright patches in the 
general gloom. As is customary with London fogs, 
wraiths of yellow mist had penetrated inside the build- 
ings, rendering the usually somber chambers of the 
House of Lords darker and gloomier than ever.” But 
a King was speaking words of peace. And God’s 
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children know that “we have also a more sure word 
of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the day sar arise in your hearts.” 

Many of the millions around the world who were 
listening to the King’s words were in darkness. In 
parts of America it was long before sunrise as the 
message came by radio. The Toronto Globe com- 
ments: “As millions listened in the darkness of 
morning for the opening of the London Naval Arms 
Conference, it might have been said, ‘The world is 
waiting for the sunrise.” The editorial leader in 
that Christian newspaper said: ‘Surely nothing so 
marvelous ever happened before. At the heart of his 
Empire, in the great hall of his House of Lords, the 
day well advanced, a King-Emperor speaks before a 
gathering of eminent men from many lands, while in 
this Dominion his loyal subjects, listening in the pur- 
ple-black gloom of the hour before the dawn, hear the 
sound of his voice. ... ‘Faintly and far away’ the 
opening sentences sounded; and then, in ringing tones 
and with perfect diction, they heard the ruler of the 
British realm deliver an epoch-marking address. At 
later hours of the day, as the slow-revolving sun con- 
tinued on its course, other members of the Empire 
family heard the voice of their King. Well after the 
luncheon hour the Prince of Wales, down in Cape- 
town, listened to his father’s words. ... Truly, an 
Empire on which the sun never sets.” 

The royal message itself was a memorable one. It 
recognized the immeasurable calamity of war, and the 
longing of the human race to be done with this suicidal 
thing. “Since the Great War,” said the King, “all 
peoples have determined that human statecraft shall 
leave nothing undone to prevent a repetition of that 
grim and immense tragedy.” 

He paid a tribute to the sincerity and unselfishness 
of the national representatives assembled, and he called 
for Sacrifice: “All nations have varying needs de- 
manding special consideration, but if each is equally 
determined to make some sacrifice as a contribution 
to the common good, I feel sure your deliberations 
will confer great and lasting benefit, not only upon 
the countries you represent, but upon mankind gen- 
erally.” 

The conclusion of the royal message was as follows: 
“Tl earnestly trust that the result of this conference 
will lead to an immediate alleviation of the heavy 
burden of armaments now weighing upon the peo- 
ples of the world, and also, by facilitating the future 
work of the League Preparatory Commission on Dis- 
armament, hasten the time when a general disarm- 
ament conference can deal with this problem in even a 
more comprehensive manner. In this hope I shall 
follow your deliberations with the closest interest and 
attention.” 


While this momentous occasion, the first of its char- 
acter that the world has ever known, is rich with 
parable-suggestions of Scriptural truth, it is also filled 
with conspicuous contrasts with God’s revealed will 
concerning peace and the only way by which mankind 
can ever know universal peace. 

A King’s voice is going to speak peace to the whole 
world some day — and microphones and radio receiving 
sets will not be needed to carry his voice throughout 
the earth. The signs predicted and described in God’s 
infallible Word for the coming of this Prince of Peace 
to the earth —that “more sure word of prophecy ... 
a light that shineth in a dark. place, until the day 
dawn” — are being fulfilled daily before our eyes, and 
the King’s return cannot be long delayed. 

But, while it is true that “the world is waiting for 
the sunrise,” it is also true that God has revealed that 
the darkness in which we are now living will have to 
grow still darker before the day star can arise. 

As lovers of peace, God’s people welcome every 
true move for the averting of war, and for the in- 
crease of good will instead of hatred of other nations. 
But those who read and believe the Scriptures know 
also that, because of the condition of the heart of 
mankind in general, which is enmity against God and 
his only blood-bought way of peace, men can never 
achieve universal peace. 

While the Conference was in session in London, 
something was happening in Russia. On its opening 
day a cablegram from Moscow was published on the 
same page of the newspapers that reported the Con- 
ference. Simanov Monastery, formerly the richest 
in Russia, was blown up by dynamite to make room 
for a gigantic Soviet Workers Club, and five thousand 
Red workers “carried the débris, each pledging him- 
self to remove one stone and throw it into. Moscow 
River. Thousands had gathered to watch the suc- 
cessive explosions and the toppling of the massive 
walls and the four-hundred-foot-high belfry. Shortly 
before this, St. Isaac’s Cathedral in Leningrad had 
been converted by the Communists into a great anti- 
religious museum.” While five nations were confer- 
ring over plans to end war with one another, a mighty 
and powerful nation was carrying on openly avowed 
war against God. And Red propaganda and agents 





Quotations in this editorial are made from copyrighted 
dispatches in the Philadelphia Inquirer and Toronto Globe. 
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are spreading their doctrines throughout the world, 
especially including the United States and Canada. 
The prospects for universal man-made peace are not 
bright while this is so. Russia is fulfilling the second 
Psalm: 


“Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine 
a vain thing? 

“The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and 
against his anointed, saying, 

“Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away 
their cords from us. 

“He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the 
Lord shall have them in derision. . . « 

“Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructetl, 
ye judges of the earth. 
ae the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trem- 

ing. 

“Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.” 


There was no prayer at the London Conference. 
“Although the Archbishop of Canterbury and various 
lesser Church dignitaries were present, there was noth- 
ing in the way of a formal invocation on the program. 
Possibly this omission, which caused some comment, 
was due to the fact that both Catholicism and Protes- 
tantism, as well as the Shintoism of the Japanese, 
were represented by the various participating States. 
But there was no dearth of humanitarian religion 
throughout the proceedings as voiced in a clear-cut 
desire for world peace expressed by all the delegates.” 

Men who cannot unite in common worship of the 
only God and Saviour of mankind, who are unwilling 
to accept the peace that he has made for them by the 
blood of the cross, cannot bring to pass permanent 
peace on earth. Even the message of the gracious 
British sovereign failed to recognize this. He spoke 
of “the edifice of peace which we are seeking to build.” 
But “except the Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it: except the Lord keep the city, 
the watchman waketh but in vain.” 

The “heavy burden of armaments now weighing 
upon the peoples of the world” was deprecated by the 
King, who expressed the hope that “this conference 
will lead to an immediate alleviation” of this heavy 
burden. If only the nations would be willing to 
accept the armament that God directs, and wear “the 
whole armour of God,” their “loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness,” 
then indeed the present burden would be lifted and 
the feet of their rulers and representatives would be 
“shod with the preparation of the gospel_of peace.” 

The. real work of peace is not in the future, but in 
the past. The Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
“made peace through the blood of his cross” in order 
to “reconcile all things unto himself . . . whether 
they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” He 
“came and preached peace to you which were afar 
off, and to them that were nigh.” But most men 
will not have it. 

God is very patient. He has allowed men to go 
their own way for centuries and millenniums. He has 
shown them the way of peace. He has told them 
that the time is coming when “at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” But because men will 
not have God’s way, this Prince of Peace will have 
to come to earth again as a man of war, entering into 
conflict with those who “would not that I should 
reign over them.” 

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and 
make war. ‘His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on 
his head were many crowns; and he had a name writ- 
ten, that no man knew, but he himself... . And out 
of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with 
a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” “And he 
hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, 
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” 

Only after Armageddon will the King of kings speak 
peace.to the whole world. 


This heavenly King acted out a parable of peace, one 
time during a great storm of wind on the sea. His 
disciples, with him in the ship, were terrified and cried 
out, “Master, carest thou not that we perish?” 

“And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto 
the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm.” 

At the Naval Conference in London the great sea 
powers of the world met together. In Scripture the 
sea is a symbol of mankind. And the great Adversary 
of God and men is Satan, “the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children 
of disobedience.” The Lord “rebuked the wind, and 
said unto the sea, Peace, be still.” The disciples 
were amazed as they “said one to another, What man- 
ner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea 
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obey him?” But wind and sea must obey before there 
can be peace. There is only One who can bring this 
obedience to pass, both from Satan and from unregen- 
erate men. When he comes again the wind shall 
indeed cease, and there shall be a great calm. 

















Did God Lead His Son into Temptation? 


You say, in THE Sunpay Scuoot Times, that 
God led Jesus his Son into temptation. That is real 
blasphemy. Please make your statement harmonize 
with James 1:13.—A California reader. 


The Word of God tells us: “Then was Jesus led 
up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
of the devil” (Matt. 4:1). The inspired record says 
that the Spirit of God had, immediately before this, 
been seen “descending like a dove, and lighting upon 
him.” The first recorded act of the Holy Spirit after 
this was to bring the Son of' God who was also Son 
of man “into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.” 
We must not say that this statement is blasphemy, for 
it is God’s Word, God’s. statement to us. 

And God’s Word never conflicts with God’s Word, 
hence his statement in James’ inspired Epistle is seen 
to harmonize with the statement in Matthew. The pas- 
sage in which James’ statement occurs shows that he 
is speaking of temptation in the sense of solicitation 
to evil, or being induced to sin. Of this, James says: 
“Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man: but every man is tempted, when 
he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.” God 
cannot be tempted in this way, nor does God ever 
tempt any man in this way. The temptation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ was entirely different, for there 
was no being “drawn away of his own lust, and en- 
ticed.” The sort of temptation to which our Lord 
was subjected, under the direct leading of God the 
Holy Spirit, was that he should be put to the test 
by Satan. God led his Son into this testing. time, 
knowing from all eternity what the outcome would 


be: complete victory for Christ, and utter defeat for 
the Devil. 
“— 


Moffatt and Modernism 


Would you publish an advertisement of the Mof- 
fatt Bible in THe Sunpay Scuoot Times? 

If not, why not? 

Is it in accordance with the policy of the Times to 


accept advertisements of Modernist publications ?—A 
Florida reader. 


THe Sunpay ScHoot Times would not accept an 
advertisement of the Moffatt Translation of the Bible, 
either Old Testament or New. 

Its declination would be because Dr. Moffatt so 
harmfully mistranslates and ‘misrepresents, in many 
instances, the meaning of the Scriptures. 

For example, although it seems unbelievable in a 
scholar of his standing, his translation of Matthew 
1: 16 actually makes Joseph the father of Jesus, read- 
ing as follows: “And Joseph (to whom the virgin 
Mary was betrothed) the father of Jesus, who is called 
‘Christ.’” Yet he goes right on in the same chapter 
to translate the full and detailed record of the virgin 
birth of Christ, plainly declaring that Joseph was not 
the father of the Child. 

Dr. Moffatt has frankly stated in his Preface to his 
Translation of the New Testament that it is “freed 
from the influence of the theory of verbal inspiration.” 
Unfortunately, it seems also to be freed from any sense 
of obligation to hold to the obvious meaning of the 
original text. 

THE Sunpay ScHoot Trmes does not accept ad+ 
vertisements of Modernist publications, and is con- 
stantly declining them when offered. Modernism de- 
nies the integrity of the Bible, that is, the inspired 
inerrancy and authority of one or another part of 
the Scriptures; and THe Sunpay~ ScHoot Times 
stands with the historic evangelical Christian Church 
in believing, without question or reservation, that “all 
scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 


wg 


Christ’s sheep find pasture. He himself feeds them 
with “food convenient”; yea, always and ever, he be- 
comes the soul’s true aliment. Albeit, meditation on 
the Scriptures is one great means of our feeding on 
Christ himself. The newborn babes desire the sincere 
milk of the Word, and thereby taste that the Lord is 
gracious. The faithful of all ages can sing, “The 
Lord is my shepherd ... He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures: He leadeth me beside the still 
} alam J. Norman Case, in the Keswick Calen- 

r. 
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Atheism’s World-Wide Attack on Christianity 


** Little children, it is the last time: .. . even now are there 
many Antichrists ; whereby we know that it is the last time.”’ 


By Mrs. Maud Howe, cansaice tithiith Cousade 











the feeling of awe with which I give the diction- 


OU who are Christians will be one with me in 
Y Denial of 


ary definition of the word Atheism: 
the existence of God; disbelief in a Creator. 
What a picture this conjures up in our minds! There 
passes before me the glory-light on the face of my 
mother as, passing on, she whispered, “I am going to 
Jesus.” 
(But the Atheist says, “There is no God.”) 


I hear again my friend relate the story of a weeping 
mother standing by a little grave — how comfort her 
in her desolation? . I hear the loved minister saying: 
“Your boy did not come home on time one day; do 
you remember how anxious you were, until a neigh- 
bor, passing, called out: ‘Looking for Jackie? I saw 
him with So-and-So [naming a friend you loved and 
trusted].’ ‘Oh,’ you replied, ‘if Jackie is with him, 
he’s all right; I shan’t worry any more.’ You did 
not know exactly where he was, or how long before 
you would see him again; but you knew the friend he 
was with.” 

I can see that mother’s face and the lifting of the 
cloud as she murmured: “I see, yes, of course I see 
what you mean; Jackie is safe with the Friend of 
friends.” 


(But the Atheist says there is no God.) 


And I see another, much more desperate case. A 
youth, convicted of a dreadful crime, is about to pay 
the penalty. What is this he says? “I began to go 
wrong when I threw over the Bible and took up with 
Atheism, and it has been down, down, ever since, and 
now this.” “God be merciful to me, a sinner” —he 
prayed, and while he was yet a long way off his 
Father saw him, and ran. Reconciliation, pardon, 
peace, even though he suffered in this life for his sin, 
for he accepted the salvation held out to him through 
the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary. 


(Rubbish, according to the Atheist, for there is no 
) 


“Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him,’ while countless thousands await the re- 
turn of our incomparable Lord, the One altogether 
lovely, whom having not seen we love, and with 
him our loved ones. 


(Atheism says: “It is a fruitless waiting, for there 
is no God.” 


But—and this is a very important “but” —the 
Atheist quite often wanders away from the dictionary 
definition of his position. I have had many interviews 
with outstanding atheists, and letters from them, and 
almost all of them carry a note of uncertainty. They 
do not “believe” in God, because they “do not know.” 
To such how joyously rings out the Christian’s an- 
swer: “I KNow whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day.” 


Atheist Views of Life After Death 


Some atheists, again, while not believing in God, 

believe implicitly in. another existence. Read the fol- 
lowing from a letter received from a cultured man, 
author of many infidel tracts. “One of my main ob- 
jections to Christianity is the uncertainty which it 
has thrown around the future state, and the horror 
with which it has endowed death. I do not see how 
a believing Christian can afford to die. Death is our 
best friend, and we do not begin to live until we die.” 
This atheist is a man of eighty-four years, and he 
finishes off his letter to me with the words: “With 
sympathy and love, and a sincere hope that the glo- 
rious light of the future may shed its effulgence upon 
you, I am, With great sincerity,” etc. 
_ Again, I am-assured that I am “not a wretched, lost 
sinner, but a dear good woman, without need of sal- 
vation from any source but your own good works, 
and especially your kind heart, and good outlook on 
your neighbors.” As I read this kindly meant advice 
I remembered the load of sin and sorrow in my own 
guilty burdened heart until I met personally the great 
Sin-bearer who had suffered, the just for the unjust, 
in my stead. % 

Another writes that in the next life (this from a 
self-styled atheist) the evil will be intensified, and the 
good likewise, so it is better to cultivate goodness, etc. 
What a hopeless message to give a drunkard, a mur- 
derer, a drug addict! What a prospect for the future! 
Surely, then, from thousands of habit-bound men and 
women we should hear once again the despairing de- 
fiance, “Curse God, and die.” 

So we see that Atheism, as defined by the dictionary, 
is not the belief of all who call themselves atheists. 

Among the ranks there are timid atheists who are 


A young man was studying for the ministry in 
a Baptist Theological Seminary. A leaflet issued 
by the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Atheism, “The Bible in the Balance,” 
fell into his hands. He abandoned his seminary 
course and life plans, and took the post of Secre- 
tary in the Junior Atheist League. 


Those who have not kept informed of the thor- 
oughly organized and persistent propaganda of 
Atheism today, not only in Russia but in the United 
States and Canada, will be startled to read the 
facts brought together in this article, which is the 
first of a series on Atheism’s Attack on Chris- 
tianity. Lod 

Mrs. Howe’s series of articles appearing exclu- 
sively in The Sunday School Times, of which this 
is the first, is of stupendous spiritual significance. 
Coming articles will tell of Ten Demands of 4-A, 
the Five Fundamentals of Atheism, the author’s 
interviews with former Sunday-school teachers 
now working as members of the 4-A, the strangle- 
hold the Youth Movement is getting on Chris- 
tianity, and of personal conversations with Athe- 
ists, together with many other extraordinary facts 
and experiences. Further information about the 
Canadian Christian Crusade may be had by ad- 
dressing Mrs. Maud Howe, 366 Bay St., Toronto 2, 
Ontario, Canada. 








helping to undermine religion by demanding a new 
concept of God. These critics profess to be searching 
for the true God. To meet this wider definition we 
have the following three examples: 


Dogmatic atheism—that denies the existence of 
od. - 


_ Negative atheism—that does not believe in the ex- 
istence of God. 


Critical or skeptical atheism (agnosticism) — that 
doubts the existence of God. 


All of which is endorsed by Robert G. Ingersoll, 
who affirmed, “The agnostic is an atheist.” 

May I emphasize one great point, and on it base an 
appeal to praying men and women throughout the 
world? Atheists are winning thousands of converts 
to their ranks by pointing out the “failure” of Chris- 
tianity. What they mean is the failure of “religion.” 

“Religion” is a cold, hard word to describe the 
Man Christ Jesus, who said: “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.’ In a sense only understood by 
a born again Christian, Truth, Life, the Beginning 
and the End, is just Christ—not Christianity; and 
only as the followers of Christ steep themselves in his 
teaching, and accept it, and live in the power of the 
indwelling Christ, will a world of unbelieving “re- 
ligionists” be convinced of the miracle of the new 
birth. Thousands of men and women, and even boys 
and girls, are seeking the Christ; but Christians are 
blocking the way. : 

In November, 1925, the American Association for 

the Advancement of Atheism (4-A) was organized, 
and a charter was granted by the Supreme Court. A 
Canadian charter is being applied for, I understand, 
in the near future. 
* Several branches were formed. Forums were es- 
tablished. An advertising campaign was launched with 
“good” results. High schools and colleges were cir- 
cularized, and the first “Damned Souls Society” was 
organized in university life. 

The Junior Atheist League was established, and its 
best known branch, the Society of the Godless, was 
formed among high school students. Lectures and 
debates were put on the program, and on the radio. 

New Year’s Day saw the first atheist missionary 
saii to foreign parts (Sweden), to tell forth the mes- 
sage of there being no God. 

By radio broadcasting, converts are claimed from 
as far away as Virginia and Canada. The atheists’ 
method, on the air, takes the form of imaginary ques- 





If you have friends not yet taking THE Sun- 
DAY ScHooLt TIMES who you believe would be 
interested in this remarkable series on Atheism, 
Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions, 25 
cents each, which will include several articles 
in this series, may be sent to as many individuals 
as you wish, by forwarding their names and 
addresses to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 














tions and answers. 


Two specimens of these are as 
follows: 


“What is a Eucharistic Congress? 


“A Eucharistic Congress must not be confused with 
a game of euchre or poker. It is a game, of course, but 
cardinals, not cards, are on deck; and the priests are 
said to win. The game consists of swallowing a man 
in the form of a wafer. This wafer is the actual body 
and blood of the individual to be digested. It is a 
beautiful and impressive rite which, though little un- 
derstood, commands our veneration and respect be- 
cause Of its religious origin. Were I not a vegetarian, 
I, too, would take pleasure in eating Jesus.” 


“Is God an atheist? 


“oe 


God is an agnostic. He is waiting for evidence 
as to whether or not he has superiors. So far as 
he knows, there may be fifty thousand ghosts higher 
than himself. Atheism is too dogmatic, God is good 
because he cannot be bad, as what he wills is good.” 


The subtlety and blasphemy of such reasoning are 
self-evident, and combined with the tone of ridicule its 
effect on hearers who have no personal experience of 
salvation cannot be exaggerated. 

In one year alone, 600,000 infidel tracts have gone 
out. That they have reached their objective no one 
who studies the signs of the times can doubt. 

There are many instances of this propaganda being 
received and read by our young people; in particular, 
the names and addresses of students preparing for the 
ministry are requested. In their Third Annual Re- 
port, issued April, 1929, a picture of a new Secretary 
is given, with the information that he was formerly a 
clergyman, had held successful revivals, but that a 
reading of one of their four-page leaflets, which en- 
deavors to show the falsity of the Bible, had turned 
him into an infidel. The picture is that of a young 
man. The tract referred to has reached a circulation 
of 89,000; another, equally ‘“‘convincing,” has reached 
40,000. These two tracts have been published in 
Arabic and Spanish; in the latter language they are 
being distributed throughout the Spanish-speaking 
world; while a group of anti-religionists in Liver- 
pool, England, is printing 50,000 in French. 


Five Years of Organized Atheism 


Is it possible that some stray leaflet may get into 
the hands of a young friend, or some university ac- 
quaintance of your son’s, or that a girl friend of 
your daughter may talk it over with her at college? 
Are we convinced that they are immune? 

An Atheist Training School has been established 
for public speaking, and, however small this beginning 
may be, hopes for its future are great. Branches of 
the 4-A are being organized in Central and South 
American countries, and are flourishing, some secretly, 
some openly, all over the world. 

A House of Atheism has been established, from 
which it is expected to reach out to every country. 

The “4-A is now in its fifth year. The Third Annual 
Report opens with the words: “The past year has 
been one of progress. The membership nearly doubled 
and the income increased threefold. Our prospects 
were never brighter.” 

In the concluding paragraph occurs this: “The 4-A 
is here to ensure a complete job in the wrecking of 
religion. We offer no apology for our tactics. We 
now know that belief in the existence of spiritual 
beings arose because of primitive man’s inability to 
explain events. We now know that primitive man 
was mistaken. Religion was born of fear, reared by 
fraud, and is kept alive by lies. Falsehood cannot be 
refined into truth. The supernatural. does not exist. 
There is no God. Religion deserves no more respect 

a pile of garbage. It must be destroyed.” 

part from this world-wide organization, with its 
agents everywhere, I append some figures from other 
sources, and when it is realized that during the past 
two years the Soviet anti-religious organizations have 
entered into relations with the anti-religious organiza- 
tions in other countries, and are seeking to develop 
them, surely sleeping Christians will awaken to our 
Lord’s warning of wolves among the sheep, and pray 
for consecrated shepherds in this day of peril. 

We have been asked what is the attitude of Com- 
munism to religion. Many people of perfectly good 
faith and honesty of purpose consider that the dan- 
ger created by the existence of the Soviet Govern- 
ment is of a purely political sort. It may be well, 
therefore, to point out what are the Communist prin- 
ciples on religion. They say: “Religion and Com- 
munism are incompatible, both theoretically and prac- 
tically. All religions are one and the same poison, 
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intoxicating and deadening the mind, the will, the con- 
science. A fight to the death should be declared against 
them.” 

In this connection, some of the statistics sent to 
me read as follows: 

Twenty million copies of the journal The Godless 
have been issued since 1923. 

One million three hundred thousand copies of the 
review Godless since the first of January, 1925. 

Eighty-four thousand copies of the review The Anti- 
Religious since January, 1920. 

More than two million copies of books, pamphlets, 
and other propaganda have served for anti-religious 
libraries. 

Commmnism and Bolshevism as political forces may 
well be taken care of by those in control of our na- 
tional affairs, but when any “ism” sets itself out to 
deny and blaspheme the Christian faith, and parody 
the Leader (a prize was offered in one instance for 
the best caricature of Christ), then it becomes the 
concern of those who are called Christians to warn 
and beseech men and women to be “reconciled to God.” 

A World’s Fair is to be held in Chicago in 1933, the 
one hundredth birthday of that city. The 4-A has 
applied for a booth where, in lawful method and dig- 
nified manner, the atheists of the world may present 
to the public their philosophy, history, and propa- 
ganda, and this is likely to be granted. To us who 
look for His appearing it may be that long before that 
date “this same Jesus” will come again in like man- 
ner as he went. Looking for his return, Jet us work, 
and pray, and seek out those who are not far from 
the kingdom. 

Toronto. 

_ w 
The Bible Sparrow in Our Streets 


The Moody: Bible Institute Monthly published some 
months ago a beautiful little article on the identity of 
the sparrow of the Bible and our English sparrow. 

A Sunday School Times writer seeing the article has put 

into verse lessons that may be learned from the little brown 

bird of the streets. The article and the verse, given be- 
low, are particularly appropriate side lights on the lesson 
for February 23, dealt with in this issue of the Times. 
Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and 
one of them shall not fall on the ground without 
your Father. ... Fear ye not therefore, ye are of 
more value than many sparrows (Matt. 10:29, 
31). 
HE Chicago Evening Post is authority for the 
statement that our street sparrow is the sparrow 
of the Old and New Testaments. “It was common in 
the eastern countries through the centuries,” says the 
editor. “Aristotle knew it and wrote about it for the 
enlightenment of the Greeks. The question, ‘Are not 
two sparrows sold for a farthing?’ dealt with birds 
that were the ancestors of our American city sparrow 
.of today.” ’ 

Why then should it be so commonly called the Eng- 
lish sparrow? The same authority says: 


“It is no more an English sparrow than it is 
a French, German, Italian, or Turkish sparrow. 
It came here from England, and that is why we 
call it the English sparrow. The English might 
call it the French sparrow because it reached Eng- 
land from France, and so on along the geograph- 
ical line.” \ 


We confess this is news to us, but we should like 
to believe it. We should like to believe that 
our divine Lord thus recognized and spake of the 
ancestors of that little bird which most people 
despise and would like to drive from our city streets. 
We shall think better of it after this, because it has 
thus taught us such a lesson of trust. And to think 
that it has been teaching that lesson for all these 
centuries in all the countries “along the geographical 
line” !—Moody Bible Institute Monthly. 


To THE ENGLISH SPARROW 


Some learned men are telling us you are the very 
bird to which our Lord gave endless fame in his 
undying Word. I cannot prove this is a fact, as sci- 
entists may do, but in my heart I fondly hope that 
what they say is true. In Jesus’ day you were, as 
now, a common, trifling thing, not beautiful in feath- 
ering, without a song to sing. The poorest people 
ate you, and the lowly price for you would equal, in 
America, a mere one cent for two. And for two cents 
a bargainer might purchase five and thus the fifth 
unvalued sparrow came to bring its wealth to us, a 
wealth immeasurably great that holds for mortal sense 
a picture of the Father God’s all-present immanence. 
Here in our day we reckon you at even smaller worth 
than did the folk of Syria when Jesus was on earth. 
A sparrow fit for food? We would not deign to 
think of that. We let our children shoot you down 
and throw you to the cat. Wee, mute, and helpless 
sufferer, our God does not explain or hinder all catas- 
trophe or tell the why of pain. Not now may mor- 
tals understand the tragedies they bear. It must 
suffice for faith to learn from you that God is there. 

Now while you bless me every time I ponder on 
your fall, I must confess you are a sort of nuisance 
after all. You are a noisy, littering bird, and I re- 
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member when you tried to drive away from us the 
lovely, singing wren. You often are annoying, but 
I. need this lesson too: My Father’s presence stays 
in spite of ugly things I do. And you, as part of all 
the days, about us all the time, not leaving in the 
winter’s cold for some warm, sunny clime, not caring 
for seclusion, show the Master’s thought again. He 
chose you messenger because you haunt the ways of 
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men. If you were a retiring bird, just what would 
happen next? Your sermon we would soon forget, 
perhaps forget the text. But your insistent presence 
makes us constantly to see annoyances may be the 
hand of Heaven’s ministry. Oh, little sermonizer blest, 
though common and despised, I hope you are the 
very bird our Lord immortalized. 
SarRAH ELIZABETH SPROUSE. 











Irak in the Days of Nimrod 


A civilization older than any yet found at Ur 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., rroiesnt, of, Xgnis, Theological, Seminary, and 

















always of peculiar interest to students of the 

Bible. It was the first stopping place of Abram 
when he “went out, not knowing whither he went.” It is 
known as Irak and is rapidly. coming into” prominence, 
not only as under the British Mandate, but also be- 
cause of the ready disposition of large portions of the 
population to take on a modern civilization. One of 
the immediate results of this inclination is the great 
interest in the antiquities of that ancient land. We 
read of the very ancient Nimrod civilization, -that 
“out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded 
Nineveh” (Gen. 10:11). Also in the days of Abram, 
it was an attractive stopping place. How long the 
patriarch dwelt there we are not told. 

Now that old civilization is coming to light and 
bids fair to rival in interest Ur, the homeland of 
Abram. A number of exploring tours have been 
made and a great number of tells, mounds of lost 
Cities, have been found. Now, Dr. Speiser represent- 
ing the University of Pennsylvania, and in the inter- 
ests, too, of Dropsie College, has not only made a 
survey of the many mounds in a large part of the 
territory, but has conducted a trial digging at Tepe 
Gawra, a very large mound not far from Mosul. 
The amazing discovery here, and at practically every 
site in that region, is that the civilization is older 
than any yet found at Ur, surprising as those have 
been. There are three distinct civilizations in this 
mound at Tepe Gawra. The lowest certainly, and 
almost equally certainly the next above, belong wholly 
to the New Stone Age, quite before the introduction 
of copper implements. 


Mises of pecal the land between the rivers, is 


Advanced Art without Metal 


OREOVER, this does not denote the sparse be- 

ginnings of population, but the indications are 
that even in the palmy days of Nineveh its population 
never was greater. Here is a most illuminating side 
light on the length of time needed for such great 
populations to arise and spread after the Deluge and 
before the time of Abram. It must not be thought, 
however, that because the use of metals for implements 
had not yet arisen there was a very low state of cul- 
ture. The architecture, the large temple with altar 
in siti, and the fine pottery specimens found in such 
great abundance, and some really artistic fabrications 
—e. g., a decorated and most ingenious fountain water 
pot — indicate quite an advanced state of culture. 


° D4 
Cult Objects, or Children’s Toys? 


A NUMBER of curious pottery animals and vehicles; 
even including a four-wheeled chariot and two- 
wheeled cart, are spoken of as cult objects, in fac, 
votive offerings. Some archeologists are much dis- 
posed to regard such objects as always votive offer- 
ings. Others, and it seems to be the more common- 
sense interpretation, think that they were simply toys 
for the amusement of children. It is so easy, because 
of the universality of religion, to suppose that many 
objects not certainly understood are religious; but 
babies are universal, too, and human nature is the 
same in all ages. The most primitive people seek to 
amuse their children. These may have been votive 
offerings, but I fancy the children got a turn out of 
therm! Many such toys are found in Palestine. 

The most astonishing find of all is pottery decorated 
with the Maltese Cross. This cross is found in 
Palestine at least a thousand years before it was used 
by the Knights of Malta; here now it is long before 
the days of Abraham, in Mesopotamia. 


A Source of Ancient Culture 


Te main conclusion reached by the excavators is 
that the culture of this region, that of the Susa 
region far to the east, and that of Anatolia in Asia 
Minor, are practically the same. This can hardly 
mean anything else than a common source. Are the 
statements that the Semites, as they “journeyed from 
the east .. . found a plain in the land of Shinar” (Gen. 
11:2) and “Asshur went forth” from the Nimrod 


civilization, an indication of that common source? 
Nothing but conjecture is yet open to us. 

E. A. Speiser, Annual of the American Schools of Orien- 
tal Research, Vol. IX, pp. 17ff. 
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Where the Kine Drew the Ark 


ETH SHEMESH of the fame of the return of 
the ark from the Philistines was most interest- 
ingly brought to our attention by Dr. McKenzie in 
1912. Recent excavations have been carried on at that 
site with the discovery of much cultural information 
shown by the pottery. While in a general way it 
confirms the Biblical history of the place, nothing 
more specific in that history has as yet appeared. 
Dr, Elihu Grant of Haverford College, in The Annual of 
the American Schools of Oriental Research, Vol. IX, pp 1ff. 
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A Forecast of the Summer’s Work 


‘HE outlook for 1930 in the research work in Bible 

lands is brighter than ever before. Never have 
there been so many and so great and promising plans 
made for excavation, and nearly everything under- 
taken is in the Biblical field. Do you realize what 
that means? Let those people who think the Bible 
an outworn book and Christianity on its last legs take 
in the significance of the fact that nearly all the vast 
sums of money, most of the toilsame labors of 
schelars, are being expended in the realm of that old 
Book and in the interest of the religion taught in it. 
Geology and anthropology are working in other 
fields, but the archeologist almost wholly. in 
the field of either the Old Testament or the 
New. The great work at Corinth, the arduous, 
sometimes dangerous, researches in the Hittite lands, 
the most fruitful excavations of modern times in the 
homeland of Abram, both Ur and Harran (Mesopo- 
tamia), the digging into the sands of Egypt, and above 
all else, the many enterprises at work or planned, in 
Palestine; there all, which are nearly all anywhere, 
ar? in the interest of the old Book. 

Now this alluring picture is just the background 
of the announcement THE SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs 
is now able to make, of the resumption in 1930 of 
the work at Tell Beit Mirsim, Kirjath-sepher, so suc- 
cessfully carried on in 1926 and 1928. We Jeft the 
work at its. most alluring. point in 1928. We had 
penetrated into the first floor of a temple or palace, 
and had uncovered the walls of some civic building. 
While private houses yield many trinkets of great 
evidential value and occasionally of much intrinsic 
value, it is in temples that cult objects revealing the 
religion of the people are found, and in civic buildings 
that state archives are to be hoped for, and in both 
literary documents are usually found. 

An unusual staff is being assembled with Dr. Al- 
bright of Johns Hopkins and the Archeological Edi- 
tor of The Sunpay ScHoo, TIMEs as usual at the 
head. Xenia Seminary is uniting with Pittsburgh Sem- 
inary as the Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary, and the work, 
as heretofore, will be in co-operation with the Amer- 
ican School of Oriental Research at Jerusalem, of 
which Drs. Montgomery and Barton of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania are the efficient executive officers 
in America. Under such auspices, and with one of 
the most satisfactory and promising of all sites in 
Palestine assigned to us, we invite all Times readers 
to join with us in hopes and prayers, and shall I not 
say in material contributions? Or must the heads of 
the staff continue to support this expensive work with 
pen and lecture work? 

Frequent reports of the work, appearing every week 
or so will be published in the Times beginning about 
the middle of July. I expect to sail May 15 on the 
New Amsterdam and return about the middle of Oc- 
tober. Either on the out journey or the return, I 
expect to pass through Asia Minor, the Hittite coun- 
try, and give a travel letter from there. We hope 
also to give two weeks to an exploration tour in 
Palestine after the excavations cease, of which an 
account also will be given. Great things are before us. 

St. Louis. 
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Exploring for Gospel Centers in the Belgian Ardennes 


A tour through two Provinces added by the Versailles Treaty 





By Edith F. Norton 




















command of God, we gave up an assured position 

in the Christian world that we might enter an 
untried sphere of service for the allied troops in the 
great war. With the armistice came another order 
from God, equally unequivocal, to enter Belgium, 
there to continue our work of evangelization of the 
Belgian people begun during the war among her 
soldiers. Several months after the founding of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission and our arrival in Belgium’s 
capital, Brussels, we were one day looking up at the 
facade of a tall red brick house in a small street called 
the Rue du Gouvernement Provisoire; it was early 
in the year 1919. Did we who were comparative 
strangers in a strange land, confronted by a bi-lingual 
people of whose mentality we were almost completely 
ignorant, dare to rent this building on a long lease 
and there begin Gospel meetings? Who would be the 
preacher? Who would come to hear? How should 
we pay the rent? After much prayer we decided it 
was indeed the will of God, and we believed he would 
provide auditors, give unction to the speaker, and take 
care of the rent. “And,” concluded my husband, “if 
no one comes, and the undertaking is a failure, we can 
sell the furnishings and thus pay the rent, and return 
home.” As we think of episodes like this we are 
humbled, for while we were obedient, it was with 
much trembling that we went forward, and while 
we ventured the walk of faith, it was sometimes in 
calculating the chances of escape if the undertaking 
did not succeed. 
_ The first Sunday the hall was filled to overflowing 
with people who had come from no one knew where. 
The Spirit of God descended mightily upon the assem- 
bly, through a translated message, and from that day 
to this we have been led from one step of faith to. 
another, each essay of faith being blessed abundantly, 
and our confidence in the power and wonder-working 
of God being more and more confirmed. How could 
we dare to be disobedient or réluctant in following 
the commands of so great and wise and powerful a 
Leader as ours! 


A New Call for the Belgian Gospel Mission 


Over ten years have passed since those beginning 
days — years in which a land thirsty for the Gospel 
has drawn us into all of her nine Provinces, and now 
our forty-three posts are scattered from Flanders in 
the west to Luxembourg in the east, and from the 
Scheldt River in the north, to the Borinage, the min- 
ing district of the extreme south. 

Now has come to the Belgian Gospel Mission a new 
call, as weighty and imperative as those of the past, 
and we would share this ney vision with the friends of 
the Mission. The Versailles treaty awarded’ to Bel- 
gium as part of her spoils of war the two small Ger- 
man Provinces of Eupen and Malmedy, to the east 
of and directly contiguous to the Belgian Provinces 
of Liége and Luxembourg. For years our thoughts 
have turned to this region, but we had first to occupy 
the nine Provinces of Belgium. And now that this 
has been accomplished in some measure, we have 
recently felt impelled to enter this “new Belgium,” 
as it is called. The Province of Luxembourg also, 
the most remote and fanatical of all Belgium, has had 
its claims pressed closely home to our hearts of late, 
especially since one of our number, R. Van Goethem, 
has been pioneering through its length and breadth. 
It was decided recently to make a several days’ re- 
connoitering trip through these Provinces, and the 
second week of October several of us set forth How 
grateful we were to the American friend who made 
such a trip possible through the gift of a closed tour- 
ing car to the Mission several years ago. It was 
arranged that several of our remoter posts should be 
visited on this trip and meetings held, in addition to 
our main objective—that .f reconnaissance. 

Early one Sunday morning we left Brussels, and by 
ten thirty we were at Liége, where our first meeting 
was to be held. We found here a group of a hun- 
dred or more awaiting our coming, shepherded by 
M. and Mme. Barbezat. After the messages and the 
breaking of bread together, afternoon found us again 
on the road toward our evening destination, Marche, 
another Mission post. For three hours our journey 
took us through the lovely valley of the Ourthe, a 
stream that intersects the Belgian Ardennes Moun- 
tains, in numerous windings, from north to south. The 
post of Marche, our first in Luxembourg, has been 
the scene of many difficulties and discouragements. 
How could it be otherwise, when it is surrounded by 
so much bitter opposition and hatred? Our very posi- 
tion in the street called “Rampart of the Jesuits” 
might seem portentous of trouble. However, a small 


T comms came a day when, faced with the clear 


From “the roof of Belgium ” one looks out over 
the most beautiful part of that land. It is the 
mountainous region of the Ardennes. On the 
wooded uplands the pine forests are divided into 
large rectangles by grassy lanes cut through for 
fire protection, In the valleys are picturesque 
homes with white walls studded with black beams. 
Many have thatched roofs, on which one often sees 
graceful bergeronnettes, a species of black and 
white wagtail, teetering back and forth from 
ridgepole to eaves. Little restaurants beside the 
swift, cold streams have their own fish traps, from 
which they take trout for the guests. Women in 
sunbonnets fill their water pails from heavy stone 
troughs beside the farms. 


It was among these hills and valleys that Mr. 
and Mrs. Norton, with several of their co-workers, 
recently spent several days seeking new oppor- 
tunities for spreading the Gospel. They found 
many groups of Protestants without pastors, and 

ge numbers who had never heard the Gospel. 
They long to send out colporteurs and establish 
new places of meeting, but neither the size of the 
present force of workers nor the funds will allow 
advance. Those who would like to have a share 
ia sending the Good News to this needy part of 
Belgium may send gifts to Charles G. Trumbull, 
Treasurer, 325 North Thirteenth St., Philadelphia. 








faithful group were there to greet us, and as we were 
six in number, two of our brethren from Liége hav- 
ing accompanied us, and as we were all expected to 
speak, it was a late hour when at last we separated. 
At the Hotel de la Cloche we found a resting place 
for the night, and the following day until 3 P. M. we 
attended a regional conference of workers; those 
attending having come from the surrounding posts of 
Stockay, Seraing, Miecret, Liége, and as far away 
as Namur. It was a blessed time of intimate com- 
munion, the sharing of problems, and united prayer. 
But three o’clock came all too soon, and again we 
had to take the road, for we had another evening 
meeting at Arlon in the extreme southeastern part 
of Belgium. 

Many years before our coming to Belgium, a soli- 
tary colporteur passed through Arlon and one woman’s 
conversion was the fruit of his ministry. As long 
as she lived she witnessed to her neighbors of the 
truth as declared in the Word of God. A year ago 
she departed to be with the Lord, without having seen 
any tangible fruit of her ministry. Two of our 
workers, Messrs. Barbezat and Van Goethem, con- 
ducted the funeral service, which in Belgium is always 
a unique opportunity to preach the Gospel message, 
as many strangers come through curiosity. Present 
at this service were two families who had been first 
touched. through the witnessing of this faithful woman. 
Our friends met them and exhorted them to make a 
full surrender to the Lord. 

It was over a year before Mr. Van Goethem was 
able to revisit Arlon, but when he did so and visited 
one of these families, great was his joy to find the 
wife reading the Bible to her husband, and to find 
that they had already left the Church of Rome and 
were putting their entire trust in Christ. From here Mr. 
Van Goethem went to call upon the second family 
and found them eager for his instruction, so much 
so that before he left, he heard the old father say: 
“Truly God sent you here today to lead us into the 
knowledge of the loving Father who cares for those 
who trust in him. We have been reading and trust- 
ing in his promises, but having no encouragement from 
anyone and no knowledge of the truth, we almost gave 
up in despair.” Then after prayer, turning to his 





Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, the Directors 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission, have recently 
come to America in the interests of the Mission, 
to remain during the spring and summer. Many 
readers of THE Sunpay ScHoot Times have 
followed with deep interest the blessed ministry 
of the work in Belgium and its remarkable 
development under God’s hand during the past 
ten years, and will welcome the opportunity of 
hearing Mr. or Mrs. Norton tell more of the 
work. Those who would like to arrange meet- 
ings may write to the American headquarters 
of The Belgian Gospel Mission, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 











old wife, he cried with tears streaming down his 
cheeks, “Mother, from now on, by the help of God, 
we shall hope and trust in Jesus our Saviour.” 

Still another family was visited by Mr. Van Goethem 
and led into the light. The wife, a Swiss, had known 
the truth in her own country, but after five years 
in Belgium, deprived of all spiritual instruction, she 
had become cold and had backslidden. These people 
greeted our worker with joy, saying, “Here is a 
servant of the Lord sent to make known to us His 
way.” For four hours they wept and prayed and 
talked together, and at last dedicated themselves to 
the Lord, saying, “From henceforth this our home 
shall be the house of the Lord in this town, so 
that here others may come to find the light, as we 
have found it.” It was to this home that we drove, 
for it was there that we were to conduct the evening 
service in Arlon. What a warm greeting we had from 
these precious friends! First they showed us their 
hospitality by giving us a chicken dinner. Then we 
gathered in the large living room around the table, 
with the others who came in. We were fifteen or 
twenty in number, and as we enjoyed sweet fellow- 
ship together in the things of the Spirit, we all felt 
that here indeed were the beginnings of a real revival 
movement for the town of Arlon and for the needy 
Province of Luxembourg. 


Two Hundred Thousand without Gospel Preaching 


The next morning we were up early, for the fol- 
lowing two days were to be devoted to our journey 
of exploration. It was a day of lowering skies and 
heavy downpours, but we were protected from the 
rain, and with Mr. Winston at the steering wheel, we 
felt little fear, although our way took us over moun- 
tain roads and around innumerable curves, slippery and 
treacherous. As Arlon lies so far south we had to 


_ cross the independent Duchy of Luxembourg to the 


east before turning north to enter the Province of 
Malmedy. We saw with interest the charming land- 
scape of this little country; we reveled in her perfect 
roads, so much better than ours in Belgium, but re- 
flected that probably it was because the Duchy had 
no need to spend her income upon a standing army, 
as had her adjoining bigger neighbors, but could 
concentrate her budget expenditures upon increased 
creature comforts. Sadly we realized as we passed 
through her borders that here, among these more 
than two hundred thousand souls, no Gospel light 
was shining, and that we, much as we might desire to, 
could now do nothing to aid. Oh, that the time may 
speedily come when here in this little land so near our 
borders the Gospel message may be declared! 

On then into Malmedy, in blinding rain, where we 
spent the night. The next morning we are up and 
off at an early hour, for we have much ground to 
cover. Through the wild deep gorge of the -Marche 
we drive and arrive at St. Vith, which we think might 
be a suitable center from which to evangelize the 
neighboring country. The region through which we pass 
seems to be sparsely settled, yet sometimes as we at- 
tain an eminence, we can see in the valley below us 
four or five small scattered villages and hamlets. The 
country is wild and in many spots not possible of 
cultivation, yet there are many thousands of people 
living in these Provinces of new Belgium who even 
more because of their savage surroundings and their 
isolation have need of the comfort of the Gospel mes- 
sage. 

We make a great circle of the countryside’ and 
arrive again at St. Vith, where we lunch, then turn 
our faces northward toward Eupen. En route, we 
pass across the “roof of Belgium,” as one of our 
party named it, the great stretch of high land called 
the Hoh Venn or Hautes Fagnes, a desolate tract of 
pine growth and stunted shrubbery, with bracken al- 
ready brown with the first touch of autumn. Here 
we are at over two thousand feet of altitude. As we 
look out in either direction and can see no sign of 
human habitation, it is hard to realize we are in the 
heart of populous Europe. Here on this lonely moor- 
land, many a winter traveler has lost his life in a blind- 
ing snowstorm, with no visible landmarks to mark his 
way. Lonely crosses here and there indicate where 
such hapless ones have fallen. 

As we gaze upon these wild scenes, a shaft of light 
penetrating the clouds touches the valley beneath us. 
“So may it be,” cry our hearts, “with the Gospel 
message we have come to bring to this land, so bar- 
ren and needy spritually !” 

It is the middle of the afternoon when our motor 
enters the town of Eupen, so picturesquely situated 
at the confluence of the Helle and Vesdre rivers. This 

(Continued on page 8&7) 
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LESSON 8 FEBRUARY 23.._ THE TWELVE SENT FORTH 


International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 9: 35 to 11:1 


Golden Text.—The harvest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers are few. 
that he send forth laborers into his harvest. — Matt. 9: 37, 38 


Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 


AST week we considered the exhibition of the 
L principles of the kingdom at work in the person 
of the King himself. This week we deal with 
the extension of the operation of these principles in 
the lives and work of others. And because this is 
still the way the Lord employs it is a lesson fraught 
with the deepest interest both to ourselves and to our 
pupils. 
The Practical Aim 
To lead the pupils from sonship to service. 


Verse by Verse 

Matthew 9:35.—And Jesus went about. The Lord 
was not content to reach merely the few. Nor would 
he wait for men to come to him. He must needs go 
after them. All manner of disease and all manner of 
sickness. “Disease” refers to acute disorders, and 
“sickness” to chronic conditions of weakness. The 
Greek word implies prostration of the bodily powers. 


Verse 36.—He was moved with compassion. “Com- 
passion” is Latin and “sympathy” is Greek. They 
both mean precisely the same thing. The Greek verb 
used here is a peculiar one. It is derived from a word 
which means the internal organs, such as the heart 
and liver and the lungs. It is cognate with the word 
“spleen” which is the same both in Greek and English. 
The verb seems only to occur in the Gospels. We. 
cannot translate it into English better than our ver- 
sions have done. But we might paraphrase it by say- 
ing, “It cut him to the quick.” We ought, to know 
something of that pity as we regard our own classes 
of boys and girls and think of their urgent need of 
the Saviour. It is the condemnation of our disciple- 
ship if We can look on such needy ones unmoved. 

Distressed and scattered. The distress was both 
material and spiritual. The scattering was purely 
spiritual- The people were a flock of sheep valuable 
to the owner, but useless by reason of the criminal 
neglect of those who had been appointed by him as 
the shepherds. For our warning and instruction let 
us recall that by reason of our very position in the 
Sunday-school we are reckoned in his sight as the 
leaders of our pupils. Consequently it is to us that 
the Chief Shepherd will look in that day when the 
Owner makes his reckoning (cf. Jer. 23; Ezek. 34). 

Verse 38.—Pray ye therefore. So far the King him- 
self has done all the work of the kingdom. But that 
work has grown so that he, under the limitations of 
his humanity, can no longer do it without assistance. 
He must therefore provide those who ‘shall be his 
deputies. Thus the first step was taken in the organ- 
ization of what was afterward to grow into a world- 
wide church. But in doing this, his first care was 
the life. If there is the life in this man, that life will 
organize itself into appropriate forms. The first call 
then is to prayer. They must pray until God answers 
their prayers by making them willing to be sent forth 
themselves. 

Chapter 10:1.—And he called unto his twelve dis- 
ciples. Thus does the result of their thought and 
prayer appear. God had been working in the hearts 


of those men so that when the Lord Jesus called them . 


to this new endeavor they were ready to respond. 


Verse 2—The names of the twelve. This is the 
first mention of the twelve in this Gospel. But it is 
clear that their number had already been made up, for 
they are designated as “the twelve,” not merely “twelve.” 
It was probably immediately before the delivery of 
the Sermon on the Mount that the twelve had been 
chosen (cf. Mark 3: 16-19; Luke 6: 13). 

Apostles. Literally the word means those sent forth. 
The name had‘been used among the Jews before, espe- 
cially of envoys despatched from Jerusalem charged 
with messages or instructions to Jewish colonists 


abroad. Compare the reference in Acts 28:21. In- 


the New Testament that title is used: 

(1) Of the twelve, 

(2) Of those associated with them (Acts 1: 26; 14: 
14° Rom, Ter). 

(3) Of missionaries generally (Rom. 16:7). 

(4) Of the Lord Jesus (Heb. 3:1). 

It may be well to remember that “apostle” is Greek 
and “missionary” is Latin, and that both these words 
mean the same. 

Four lists of the twelve are given (Matt. 10: 2-4; 
Mark 3: 16-19; Luke 6: 14-16; Acts 1:13). It will 
he well for the teacher to copy out each of these four 
lists, placing the names side by side. Two facts will 
immediately be apparent: 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 52: 7-12. 
Primary Topic: Jesus’ Helpers at Work. 
Lesson Material : Matthew g: 35 to 10: 8, 40-42. 
Memery Verse: Here am 1; send me.—Isa. 6: 84. 
Junior Topic: Jesus’ Helpers at Work. 
Lesson Material: Matthew g: 35 to 10: 8, 40-42. 
Memory Verse: Here ain 1; send me.—Isa. 6: 84. 


ieee and Senior Topic: Helping to Win the World for 
Topic for Young People and Adults; Recruiting Christian Workers. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
9:35 to 10:8, 40-42 
9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and the vil- 
lages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
2 gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of dis- 
ease and all manner of sickness. 36 But when he saw 
the multitudes, he was moved with compassion for them, 
because they were distressed and scattered, as sheep not 
having a shepherd. 37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The 
harvest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers are few. 
38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 

send forth laborers into his harvest. 


10:1 And he called unto him his twelve disciples, and 
gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them 
out, and to heal all manner of disease and all manner of 
sickness. 

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The 
first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 
2 James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip, 
and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the ° publican; 
2 James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the 
*Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, who also * betrayed him. 

5S These twelve Jesus sent forth, and charged them, say- 
ing, Go not into any way of the Gentiles, and enter not 
into any city of the Samaritans: 6 but go rather to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as ye go, preach, 
saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8 Heal the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons: 
freely ye received, freely give. 


40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that re- 
ceiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 41 He that re- 
ceiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive 
a prophet’s reward: and he that receiveth a righteous 
man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a right- 
eous man’s reward. 42 And whosoever shall give to drink 
unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only, in 
the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you he shall in 
no wise lose his reward. 


1 See marginal note on ch. 4:23. 2Or, Jacob. *®%See 
marginal note on ch. 5:46. ‘Or, Zealot. See Luke 
6:15; Acts 1:13. Or, delivered him up. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. . 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International 
Council of Religious Education. 








(1) That each fist falls into three divisions, each 
division containing always the same four names. 

(2) That the order of these four names varies in 
each list. Of these names, Peter comes first in the 
first division in each list. Judas Iscariot always comes 
last. In each list Philip heads the second division, and 
James the son of Alphzus the third. 

The first, Simon, who is called Peter. He was first 
not only in the arrangement of the lists or, as in point 





Sent Forth 
By Amos R. Wells 


A\AATTHEW, Peter, James, and John, — hard 
the road they traveled on; Philip, Andrew, 
Thomas, Jude,—blundering, stumbling, sadly crude ; 
Thaddeus and Bartholomew, fishers, traitor, —what 
acrew! Prone to wander, prone to fall, yet the 
Lord was with them all, masterful to lead them on, 
Matthew, Peter, James, and John, through the 
peril, toil, and pain, steady to the Kingdom’s gain. 
Thus through all the ages long, swift and halting, 
weak and strong, Christ has sent his servants forth, 
eastward, westward, south and north, highway, 
byway, field and fen, everywhere in search of men. 
Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Knox, brave to meet the 
fiercest’ shocks; Judson, Carey, Livingstone, no 
complaining, not a groan; Whitman, Paton, Morri- 
son, Gardiner and Griffith John, Chalmers, Wil- 
liams, Eliot, faltering and fearing not, myriads of 
missioned men, stretching far beyond our ken, 
scouting toil and scorning loss, for the triumph of 
the cross!’ Do you see them marching on, Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John, Moffat, Martyn, Bunyan, 
all with the hero-heart of Paul, — do you hear them, 
do you see? — There is room for you and me! 











of time, the first who was called, but as really first 
among his equals. He spoke sometimes in the name 
of the rest (Matt. 19:27; Luke 12:41). He some- 
tim:s answered when all were addressed (Matt. 16: 
16). Sometimes our Lord addressed him as _prin- 
cipal even among the first three (Matt. 26: 40). 
Sometimes he was addressed by others as representing 
the whole (Matt. 17:24; Acts 2:37). He was the 
organ of the apostles after Christ’s ascension, but also 
it is clear that he was never designated or regarded 
as the primate of the future church. 

Andrew is a Greek name. John 12: 21 seems to in- 
dicate that there was some Greek connection in An- 
drew’s case beyond the mere name. Lebbzeus Thad- 
dzus, Jude, or Judas the son of James, are all names 
of one and the same person. He was probably the 
son, not the brother, of a certain man named James. 
The name Lebbzus means courageous, from a Hebrew 
word meaning heart. This Jude must not be con- 
fused with Jude the half-brother of the Lord Jesus 
(Matt. 13:55). It appears that there were three 
persons in the New Testament named Jude: (1) the 
half-brother of the Lord, (2) the apostle, the son of 
James, (3) Iscariot. 

Bartholomew means son of Tolmai. ‘He is probably 
to be identified with Nathanael (cf.° John 21:2). 
N_.anael means gift of God. 

Verse 4.—Simon the Cananean. This title is de- 
rived from a Hebrew word meaning to be jealous. 
The Greek word sealot has the same meaning. The 
Zealots were a_ semi-religious, semi-political party. 
They professed a rigid attachment to the Law. They 
acknowledged no king save God. They were fierce 
in the proclamation of their creed, and violent in their 
rebelliousness against the Roman Government. Later, 
in the siege of Jerusalem by Titus, they waged fierce 
war even against their own compatriots shut up with 
them in the city. This Simon had evidently once be- 
longed to this party. 

Judas Iscariot. His designation means man of 
Kerioth. This was a town in the South country of 
Judah (Josh. 15:25). Judas was thus the only man 
among the apostles who was not a Galilean. 

Verse 5.—Go not into any way of the Gentiles. This 
prohibition was plainly only a temporary one. It was 
not laid upon the seventy (Luke 10:1). Samaritans. 
These were originally foreigners descended from the 
alien population introduced by the Assyrian king, prob- 
ably Sargon (2 Kings 17:24). The bitterest hostility 
existed .between Jews and Samaritans which has_not 
died out to this day. For its origin see Ezra 4:2, 3. 
They had a temple on Mount Gerizim which was de- 
stroyed by John Hyrcanus 129 B. C. The reason for 
the Lord’s prohibition on this account was probably 
that not even the twelve could yet be trusted with 
such a mission. Three years later they were specially 
commanded to go into Samaria as well as to the Gen- 
tile world (Acts 1:8). 

Verse 7.—The kingdom of heaven is at hand. The 
Lord himself was to follow them (v. 23), and the 
coming of the kingdom was the coming of the King. 
So it was then. So it will be in the end of the age. 

Verse 8.—Heal the sick, raise the dead. Note that 
even such tremendous powers as these were entrusted 
to Judas Iscariot, no less than to any of the others. 

Verse 40. He that receiveth. In the sense of re- 
ceiving as a teacher and welcoming as a guest. 

Verse 41.—In the name of a prophet. That is, be- 
cause he is a prophet. For the sake of, out of regard 
to the prophet’s character. A prophet’s reward. The 
same reward that the prophet has. Such a man be- 
comes a sharer in the work of the prophet whom he 
receives and welcomes. A righteous man. (1) The 
Lord Jesus Christ. (2) Any true member of the 
Church of Christ. 

Verse 42—One of these little ones. - (1) ~Perhaps 
the apostles. Or (2) some children who may have 
been standing near. (3) Perhaps some new and there- 
fore uninstructed converts. The simplest act of kind- 
ness done to one of Christ’s little ones as such shall 
have its due reward. . 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The King 
(1) His compassion 
(2) His commission 
2. The Servants 
(1) Their relationship to the King 
(2) Their new relationship with others 


3. The servant’s reception and the King’s reward 
Golden Topics j 


1. Promotion in the kingdom. Every citizen of the 
kingdom begins as a little baby. The new birth is 
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Lesson for February 23 


always the portal of the new life. “Ye must be born 
again” (John 3:7). And on the human side this new 
birth comes about simply by receiving the Lord Jesus. 
“But as many as received him, to them gave he the 
right to become the children of God” (John 1: 12). 
After sonship comes the school. These disciples had 
been to school with Jesus Christ. They had been with 
him in his circuit of Galilee. They had listened to his 
teaching. They had witnessed his works of healing. 
He had sought to kindle in their hearts something of 
his own motives, ambitions, and desires. He had 
taught them something of the meaning of. prayer. Now 
in one sense the school days were over, and they were 
to step out into the new experience of service. And 
these three stages are the steps through which the 
Christian must pass today. 

2. The nature of the service. They were apostles. 
Men sent out on errands for the Lord Jesus. Theirs 
was a commissioned ministry. The service was not 
their own. And so it is with Sunday-school workers. 
We are to look upon ourselves as being directly re- 
sponsible to him—not to an earthly organization, to 
superintendent, or school, or pastor, or church, but 
back of all these to Christ himself. This gives stabil- 
ity to our work as nothing else can. 


3. This is not a Golden Topic but a dark one. Judas 
Iscariot was of the number of the twelve. He received 
this commission and ministry. Yet he made final ship- 
wreck of himself and all his work. May the Lord 
enable us by his grace to examine ourselves. Let 
us ask him, too, to search us and see if there be any 
wicked way in us (Psa. 139: 23, 24). Thus may we 
give all diligence to make our calling and election sure 
(2 Pet. 1: 10). 

The subsequent fall of the traitor does not by any 
means show that. Christ made a mistake in his choice. 
It only shows that the highest privileges and oppor- 
tunities may, by the tolerance of sin in the heart, be 
not only all. in vain but may lead to condemnation and 
ruin more terrible by far than would have been possible 
without them. 

4. Consider how little there was in these men to 
.recommend them or their message to the world then 
or since. They were all plebeian and undistinguished 
save by marks of scorn. Matthew was a hated and de- 
snised publican. Simon the Zealot was perhaps a revo- 
lutionist who had identified himself with the wildest 
schemes for the overthrow of the government. To 
choose such men as these was to invite the world’s 
hostility and contempt. And the best of them were 
just plain fishermen or peasants. Yet in the hands 
of the Lord Jesus they have become “the glorious 
company of the apostles.” Quite evidently the power 
that chose them and used them was not of this world. 
Final Word 

Come, labour on. 
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain, 
While all around him waves the golden grain? 
And to each servant. does the Master say, 


“Go work today.” —Jane Borthwick. 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, Enc. 


wg 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The. Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs, Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. S 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have: you 
tried assigning. some of the questions to different: mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


W BAT startling fact concerning God’s plan for de- 
pending on men is revealed in Christ’s words in 
Matthew 9: 38? 

2. Is there any part in Christ’s own ministry of mercy 
omitted in his instructions to the twelve in Matthew 10: 
S-15! 

3- How did they completely carry out their Master’s 
orders, through his delegated authority ? 


4. What other group beside this one did Christ send 
out with very similar instructions? 


5. In what respect did the instructions differ? 

6. As we look at the record, what appear to be the 
two main conditions of discipleship in Christ’s selections ? 

7. Was Christ’s commission to his disciples optional 
as a privilege, or mandatory? 


8. Name some respects in which the eonditions in the 
sending of the twelve do not apply today. 
.. 9: Name any respect in which the conditions are sim- 
ilar in respect to sending«out workers for the Lord. 


_, 10. Quote a passage from the words of Christ which 
identifies Christians of today as “sent out” ones. 


11. What class of “lepers” are in greatest peril today, 
and what is the remedy supplied to Christians for their 
healing ? 

12. What usually neglected characteristic of the Lord 


Jesus and his teaching is forcefully illustrated in his words 
in Matthew 10: 32-42? 


mith, and an 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


answers to the lessom questions of the preceding 
re given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar ° 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
First Quarter 
1. January §.—Childhood of Jesus ..... Matt. 1:1 to 2:23 
2. January 12—Baptism and Temptation of Jesus. 
Matt. 3:1 to4q:m 
. January 19.—Jesus Begins His Ministry ..Matt. 4 : 12-25 
. January 26.—Standards of the Kingdom ..Matt. 5 : 1-48 
. February 2.—Putting God’s Kingdom First. Matt. 6 : 1-34 
February 9.—Warnings and Promises (Temperance 
EGOGOR) 0 0600:600066005csuar cecvedsénevervesseses Matt. 7 : 1-29 
. February 16.—Jesus Healing and Helping 
Matt, 8:1 to 9:34 
8. February 23.—The Twelve Sent Forth. Matt. 9 : 35 to 11:1 
9. March 2—Jesus Teaching About Himself 
Matt, 11 : 2 to 12: 50 
10. March 9.—The Parable of the Sower ....Matt. 13 : 1-23 
11. March 16.—Parables of the Kingdom ..Matt. 13 : 24-52 
12, March 23.—Jesus Teaching and Healing. 
Matt, 13 : 53 to 16: 12 
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13. March 30.—Review. 


Second Quarter 
. April 6.—The Law of the Cross. Matthew 16: 13 to 17 : 27 
2. April 13—The Child and the Kingdom 
Matthew 18: 13-14; 19 : 13-15 
3. April 20.—Jesus Teaching Forgiveness. Matthew 18 : 15-35 
Or, Easter Lesson ..cccccccccccccccccccceves John 20: 1-16 








The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Come Clean!’—Gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, ... to heal all manner of disease and all man- 
ner of sickness (10:1). “Come clean” is what the 
Police Department calls to the man taken in a crime. 
The Department of Public Safety of the city may 
not know very much theologically about the unclean 
spirits that get into men, but the Department seems 
to realize that crime is sin and uncleanness, and hence 
the police cry, “Come clean!” Which means, of 
course, “Confess your badness.” Beginning with the 
apostles, the Gospel cry all down the Christian cen- 
turies has been “Come clean.” “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us.” The Christian religion is the only author- 
‘ity over the unclean spirits—and the source of the 
healing power over diseases. Every Sunday after- 
noon (here in the East) at 3.30, Tom Noonan at the 
Doyers Street Mission in the heart of Chinatown, 
New York, is on the air, on WMCA. Editor Trum- 
bull and I were there together one night, and nar- 
rowly escaped gétting into a club of the underworld 
while looking for this Midnight Mission. The story 
you will get from Tom Noonan and Doyers Street 
every Sunday afternoon is the story of the power of 
Jesus Christ over the unclean spirits. The cleaned-up 
men tell you all about it. As Tom says, “The whole 
world is listening in!” ‘There are other Sunday after- 
noon services on the air from Uptown New York, but 
there are few stories of redeemed men and Christ- 
mas presents for wounded soldiers at the Veteran 
Hospital. (Four thousand dollars was sent to Tom 
Noonan last Christmas for three hundred patients 
when he asked for fifteen hundred dollars.) Down- 
town Doyers Street is a “continuous performance” 
and a “continued story” by Tom Noonan, —he himself 
being a man who, under the power of the Gospel, was 
able to “come clean.” 


The Five Little Preachers.—As ye go, preach (v. 
7). I have in my cabinet five twelve-ounce bottles in 
the shape of rotund German students, heads, caps, 
and all. I call them my “Five Little Preachers.” 
I used to use them for a talk to children. The “talk” 
is one of Miss Belle Brain’s of Schenectady, N. Y., 
printed in the TiMEs years ago. In this little preach- 
ment I use chemicals. Clear water in one of the 
bottles, being treated with tannin, is turned black by 
pouring in a liquid of amber color like that of whisky 
to represent sin. When the bottle is all black the 
water can be cleared up by pouring in a preparatién 
of mercury that is red to represent blood. Some of 
you may remember seeing me do it, although I have 
not tried it for years, and have forgotten most of the 
reactions. It requires very nice handling to get the 
“Five Little Preachers” to perform just right. In 
those earlier days of my Sunday-school activities I 
was young and venturesome and kept my Sunday- 
school full of pep by doing all sorts of stunts. Now 
I am wise and timid! All of this is just to say that 
our Lord Jesus had his preachers also. The names 
of my preachers are Always To-be-Depended-Upon, 
and his brothers, Sometimes, Almost-Always, Hardly- 
Ever, and Never. Our Lord’s preachers also had 
names. You can run them out. There was John, 
Mr. Sometimes; James, Mr. Almost-Always; Peter, 
Mr. Hardly-Ever (Luke 9:54; Matt. 26-74). But 
the blood of Christ cleared up the “Forsakers and 
Fleds” and the cursing and lying Peter. Judas, Mr. 
Never, the black one of all, refused to be cleansed. 
You will notice the disciples had explicit directions, 
one of which was to “preach.” What is it to preach? 


* @& 
What is the difference between preaching and lectur- 
ing? What did the Lord mean? Is an essay a ser- 
mon? We are not left without guidance. There are 
numerous models both by the Master and his apostles. 
Christ was the prince of story tellers. That fifteenth 
chapter of Luke. Children like stories. So do old 


folks. Yes, I think the “Twelve” told the Saviour’s 
stories over and over. That’s preaching. 


“Face to Face.”—Whosoever shall. give to drink 
unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only, 
...he shall in no wise lose his reward (v. 42). I had 
something else written in my notebook for this text, 
but yesterday I was at the Elders’ Convention of Ches- 
ter Presbytery and heard Harry Paisley, the Treas- 
urer of the Reading Railroad Company, tell this. 
The choir was waiting for the delayed organist. The 
great soprano was talking. She said, “I have sung 
before all the greatest folks in America. I sang be- 
fore a company of titled folks from Europe who were 
visiting here in this country. But the greatest thrill 
I ever got in my life was singing before one lone 
woman, and she a scrub woman.” “Tell us about it,” 
said the tenor. “We were getting ready for a great 
musical event, and had been in the church rehearsing. 
As I passed out on my way home the scrub woman, 
with duster in hand, stopped me and said, ‘Lady, you 
sing so beautifully —I wonder if some day you would 
sing “Face to Face’ for me,—it isn’t asking too 
much, is it, lady?’ I told her I would be glad to do 
so some day. When I got at the doorstep something 
said to me, ‘Do it now,’ so I turned back. The organ- 
ist was still there, and I asked him to play Fanny 
Crosby’s masterpiece. When the scrub woman heard 
the strains of the organ on the familiar tune, she 
came into the church and sat on the very front seat 
with the duster in her lap, and her eyes intensely upon 
me with a strange light in them. I never had such 
a thrill in all my life of song. I never felt so lifted 
up, for there in that front seat sat the Lord Jesus 
himself listening to me sing to him.” Yes, “Unto 
one of the least of these ... ye have done it unto me.” 
Yet in spite of this beautiful story by Mr. Paisley, 
the fact remains that outside of the Christian church 
very few are handing out “cold water.” They can 
hardly give a few kind words, which cost even less 
effort than the more material things. The Master 
mentions water, but he was. thinking of the heart back 
of the deed, kindness and thoughtfulness. Nothing 
more needed every day in this world of ours. The 
next time you are out, put on a little kindly smile, add 
a little kindly cadence to your voice, use a little kindly 
inflection in your sentence, select from your vocabu- 
lary only the softest and kindliest words. Then notice 
what happens, be your auditor the greatest or the 
humblest. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateERIALs: A traveling bag. A purse. Cloth- 
ing in the bag, and money in the purse. Overcoat. 











F YOU are going on a trip, what do you take? 

Your suitcase or bag full of clothing. You must 
have a change of clothing, socks, toothbrush, hand- 
kerchiefs, and so on. You know the outfit. 

Then you must have a purse and a supply of money, 
or a check book. And our overcoats, and sometimes 
on our motor trips a lunch goes along. We are 
pretty well fixed when we go anywhere. 

But did you notice the things Christ told the dis- 
ciples to go without when they were sent out? They 
were not to take money, or two coats, neither shoes, 
nor staves. 


we was teaching them to depend absolutely on 


im. 

But I noticed something they took with them that, 
with all our preparation, we do not take with us, — 
power against unclean spirits and all manner of sick- 
ness and all manner of diseases. Did you ever think 
when you get your bag and coat ready and put them 
in your car whether the Holy Spirit is leading you on 
your trip? If you are Christ’s, the Spirit should lead 
you all the way, and “all power,” greater than the 
disciples had, is given you. Are you going forth in 
Christ’s service, using this power? Why not? 

I know men and women today who are going forth, 
day by day, depending on the Lord for everything as, 
absolutely as the disciples did, and God is providing 


for them, and giving them the greatest victories in the 
world today. 


Why not you? 
Mount Hermon, CA. 


ve 
The troubles of the way do us good service if they 
raise the eyes of our mind to look at things unseen 
and eternal. Present faith, not past experience or 
comfort, keeps us from fainting in the hour of trial. 
—R. C. Chapman, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
A tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one tach week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 


department. The full list of lessons tor 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 


conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also need 


Both.—The gospel of the kingdom 
(Matt. 9:35). An old mining prospector 
was being solaced on his sick-bed by a 
clergyman, who told him of the heavenly 
Jerusalem, “the streets of which are 
paved with gold.” “Excuse me, parson, 
interrupted the dying man, “are you quot- 
ing from the prospectus or from the bat- 
tery report?”—From The Literary Digest. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. , 

The Lord And.—He called unto him 
his twelve disciples, and yave them au- 
thority over unclean spirits (10:1). “You 
are not frightened now?” was asked of 
a dying Welshman, who had been led 
to the cross by the efforts of a humble 
companion. “No, no, I am safe,” he 
cried; “I feel I am safe, thank the Lord 
and John Jones!” “You must only thank 
God,” was the utterance of one standing 
by, but still the last words of the saved 
sinner were, “Thank the Lord and John 
Jones!” Our Saviour condescends to 
make use of human instrumentality, and, 
so far as we can see, but for the efforts 
of “John Jones” that life might have been 
lost.—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


While They Studied “Efficiency.”— 
These twelve Jesus sent forth... go 
rather to the lost ame (vs. 5, 6). There 
was a national church convention going 
on in Birmingham, and there was some 
sort of “Efficiency Conference.” Brother 
B. couldn’t stand that conference; he sat 
through a morning session, hearing 
speeches, reports, and surveys without 
end, and then slipped out while the mem- 
bers of the conference were eating lunch, 
preparatory to another long afternoon ses- 
sion. As he told it to a friend it went 
in this manner: “George, I couldn’t stand 
it any longer in that conference on effi- 
ciency. It got too monotonous for me, 
so I slipped out and ate lunch with a 
workingman I know in the mills. We 
sat on the curbstone and ate from his 
lunch pail, and I prayed with him and he 
gave his heart to the Lord. I've been 
laying for that rascal for months. All 
morning in that slow conference I kept 
thinking of him. They were talking 
about saving men in mass movements, and 
that’s all right. But I knew where Jim 
Ruggles sat to eat his lunch, so I slipped 
out and found him for the Lord. Now I 
think I can stand it to sit through an- 
other afternoon of that efficiency con- 
ference, with God’s help.”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Spencer, S. D. 


Better Than Seeking a Fortune.— 
Freely ye received, freely give (v. 8). 
Speaking to a friend who was going out 
to Africa to seek his fortune, a mission- 
ary volunteer put the situation to him in 
this way: “A missionary does not go 
out to make his fortune; he goes out be- 
cause his fortune is already made.”— 
From The Dawn. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Spencer, S. D 


Doubled His Joy.—Freely give (v. 8). 
A wise old German once said, “I likes to 
give villingly; for ven I gives villingly it 
enjoys me so much that I gives again.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


All Because of the Odd Sparrow.— 
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
(v. 29.) The direct appeal of the Gospel 
to a young, fresh heart is the subject of 
a delightful story. A little Spanish boy 
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in Vigo who became a devout Christian 
was asked by an Englishman what had 
been the influence under which he acted. 
“It was all because of the odd sparrow,” 
the boy replied. “I do not understand,” 
said the Englishman, in surprise. ‘What 
odd sparrow?” “Well, senor, it is this 
way,” the boy said. “A gentleman gave 
me a Testament,—the Book of~- the 
English Mission,—and I read in one 
Gospel that two sparrows were sold for 
a farthing. And again in Luke I saw, 
‘Are not five sparrows sold for two 
farthings?’ And I said to myself that 
Nuestro Senor [our Lord] Jesus Christ 
knew well our custom of selling birds. 
As you know, sir, we trap birds, and get 
one chico for two, but for two chicos we 
throw in an extra sparrow. That extra 
sparrow is only a make-weight, and of 
no account at all. Now, I think to my- 
self that I'am so insignificant, so poor, 
and so small that no one would think 
of counting me. I am like the fifth spar- 
row. And yet, oh, marvelous, Nuestro 
Senor says, ‘Not one of them is forgotten 
before God’! I-have never heard any- 
thing like it, sir. No one but He would 
ever have thought of not forgetting me!” 
—From The King’s Business. Sent by 
Howard M, Green, Hornell, N. Y. Prize 
illustration, 


Are We Happy About It?—He shall 
in no wise lose his reward (v. 42). At 
a mission hall in London, a wealthy lady, 
who was unfortunately deaf, made good 
use of her riches by providing for the 
poor some excellent Gospel services. On 
one occasion a celebrated preacher said to 
her, “And what-part do you take in this 
noble work?” “Oh,” she answered quietly, 
“IT smile them in, and I smile them out 
again.” Soon after this the preacher saw 
the good result of her sympathy as a 
crowd of working men entered the hall, 
and looked delighted to get a smile from 
her. The Bread of Life, and the Water 
of Life, cannot be recommended to peo- 
ple by those who look as if that food and 
drink disagreed with them.—From “Tales 
Worth Telling,” by Henry Pickering. 
Sent by Mrs. Parsons, Elizabeth, Colo. 


Harvesters or Destructive Birds ?— 
The harvest indeed is plenteous, but the 
laborers are few (Golden Text). <A mis- 
sionary from Palestine says that he saw 
such a sight as had never before met his 
eyes —a field absolutely white. He asked 
his helper, “What is that?” The an- 
swer was, “That is a field of wheat.” 
“But why is it white?” the American 


asked, though he expected the answer 
to be just what-it was. “It is overripe. 
There are not enough men here to cut 
the grain, and this has been left too long. 
Unless it is cut at once the owner will 
get no harvest, for the birds will eat 
much of it and the rest will fall on the 
ground and rot. When a field gets ripe 
like this, it must be harvested at once if 
it is to be saved.” Just then, from dif- 
ferent directions there came two large 
flocks of birds which settled on the fie’d 
to enjoy the feast so temptingly spread 
for them. In many mission lands the 
fields are white to the harvest; who will 
gather it?—From the Woman’s Mission- 
ary Friend. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Utica, N. Y. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou art ever expect- 
ing a harvest from those who are working 
in the fields of thy. providing. Thy purposes 
underlie the ground to be cultivated, and 
thy love is unceasingly active in preparing 
the way for thy workers, and preparing us 
for the work. Help us not to be discouraged 
when the work seems too heavy for us. 
Teach us the directions in which we shou‘d 
labor, and give us strength for every task 
to which thou dost call us. We pray that 
we may not be turned aside from our con- 
tinuing hope for great fruitfulness in thy 
service, and may no blight strike in upon 
our spiritual natures te make us unfruitful. 
We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus. 
Amen. : 


After the Lesson.—Can anyone give 
me the Golden Text for today? Yes, 
true enough, a big harvest of standing 
grain, and not enough laborers to gather 
it in. Have you ever noticed how the 
harvest in one part of the country draws 
laborers from another part? In Chris- 
tian work, however, have you noticed that 
in places where the work ought to go on 
most energetically and fruitfully there are 
the fewest laborers? More than one 
brave missionary has asked his Board 
to send him to the hardest field that 
they know of. That is the kind of laborer 
the Lord Jesus is looking for. So many 
of us are ready to do the thing that is 
easiest, and that doesn’t cost too much! 
The secretary of a great Sunday-school 
association says that in his State the 
schools are having a hard time to get 
teachers. Many are perfectly willing to 





act as substitutes for a single Sunday, but 
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are not willing to.tie up for a regular 
job. Yes, the laborers are all too few. 
Are we adding to the number of those 
who are willing to go forth at the com- 
mand of the Lord to work wherever he 
pleases? Let us pray that the Lord of 
the harvest may send forth laborers — 
especially ourselves! Let us pray. 





ARE YOU 


A Has 


IN HIS FIELD ? 











Lesson Hymns 
“Tt Must Be Told.” 
“Must Jesus Bear the Crosg Alone?” 
“Go Ye into All the World.” 
“Jesus Saves.” 
“We've a Story to Tell.” 
“Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak.” 


v2 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF GENERALIZA- 
tion.—Lead the pupil to discover 
the general law illustrated by indi- 
vidual cases. 











HE principle we have selected is in- 

dicated by the topic of the lesson, and 
also by the caution that is necessary in 
using this principle. The topic for young 
people and adults, “Recruiting Christian 
Workers,” is based upon the assumption 
that in the study of the sending forth of 
the twelve apostles we shall find prin- 
ciples that in a more general sense apply 
to the sending out of all Christian 
workers. \But it is important to recog- 
nize that while this is true to a certain 
extent, we Cannot generalize entirely 
upon this. In fact, aside from the in- 
formation the incident gives us, the les- 
son offers the opportunity of making this 
distinction as perhaps the most practical 
phase of its presentation. ~ 

We recognize immediately that not all 
Christian workers are sent out by the 
Lord in person, nor are they limited in 
their ministry to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, whatever may have been the 
reason here. And even when we recognize 
the great similarity that exists between 
the sending of the twelve and of the 
seventy it is still clear that not all the 
conditions apply to the sending out of 
all Christian workers. It may be that 
the Lord’s method of sending his workers 
by twos, which method Paul seems not 
to have overlooked, should have been 
more generally adopted. Certainly the 
Lord’s compassion and call to prayer for 
laborers for the ripened harvest should 
still be heeded. His direction to those 
who are sent summarized as “Care not” 
and “Fear not” leads Bruce to say, “Here 
Jesus speaks to all ages and to all times, 
telling the Church in what spirit all her 
missionary enterprises must be undertaken 
and carried on, that they may have his 
blessing.” He also notes other permanent 
values such as the high premium Christ 
puts upon all acts of kindness done to 
his messengers. 


Huntinopon, Pa, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


REAP Matthew 9: 35-38 and 10: 1-42. 
In our lesson a few weeks ago, we 
learned about the Lord Jesus calling 
some men to be with him and help him 


| in his work. He said to some who were 


fishers, “Come ye after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” Then he 
found others and asked them to follow 
him, until there were twelve, whom we 
know as his disciples or apostles. These 
men left their homes and their work and 























Lesson for February 23 


followed him. They heard him tell of 
the Father in Heaven, and teach the 
perfect Law of the kingdom of Heaven. 
They saw him at work, healing diseases 
that no physician could cure, making the 
blind to see and the dumb to speak, cast- 
ing out demons, stilling the storm, and 
even raising the dead. The disciples had 
never seen such works, and they believed 
in him. He was so sorry for all these 
suffering and troubled people. He told 
his disciples to pray the Lord of the har- 
vest to send forth laborers into his har- 
vest, meaning for them to ask God to 
send men all over the country to tell 
the people of his love and power. 

Perhaps when the people prayed for 
laborers they did not know that they 
would be sent out themselves to do the 
same wonderful works they had seen 
their Master doing. But sure enough, 
they were the first laborers whom the 
Lord sent out among the suffering mul- 
titudes, and he gave them power to 
cast out evil spirits and to heal all kinds 
of sickness. 

Perhaps the children in your class al- 
ready know the names of the disciples. 
There are some catchy little rhymes used 
in the Beginners Department to help 
the children learn them. But the way 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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. they: are arranged in the lesson text is 


very simple. Notice there are six pairs. 
Simon’s name was changed, because 
Simon himself was changed by the Sav- 
iour into a different man with a nature 
like a rock. 

The Lord Jesus told his messengers not 
to go to the Gentiles or to the Samari- 
tans. Explain that this was not because 
he did not love these people, or did not 
come to save the whole world. He does 
love all people, and after he rose from 
the dead he told these very same mep 
(except Judas) to go into all the world 
and tell the Good News to every crea- 
ture. But at this time he told them to 
go only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, and to say, “The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” The Lord Jesus 
was their long promised King. The dis- 
ciples were to show the power of the 
King by doing the works he had given 
them power to do. He told them to heal 
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers, and cast out demons. He had 
given this power freely, so he told them 
to use it freely by helping and healing 
all who needed it. The Master told 
them not to g.t any money for their 
journey, or to carry any food or clothing 
with them, as the great blessings of heal- 
ing and helping were worth more than 
the food of the workers. 

The Master wanted the disciples to 
know that all men would not receive 
them even if they did heal the sick and 
raise the dead. The people would treat 
them just as they had treated him. A 
few would receive them, and many would 
not. But he told them of the heavenly 
Father’s care for even little sparrows, 
and said that they were worth more than 
many sparrows. So they need not fear, 
for their Father in Heaven was watching 
over them with loving care. 

These messengers were going out in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and he said, 
“He that receiveth you receiveth me,” 
meaning that if anyone received a disciple 
in the Master’s name he would be re- 
warded or blessed just the same as if he 
had received the Master himself. 

Then the Lord Jesus said that anyone, 
just you and I, could give even a cup 
of cold water in the name of a disciple, 
and that we would certainly be rewarded 
for the little service. 

Tell your class that the Master is still 
saying, “Come ye after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” For there are 
today many people in the world who need 
to know of the heavenly Father’s love. 
The Lord Jesus would have us under- 
stand that it means the same now to 
follow him that it did when he talked 
to Simon and the other disciples. Still 
he would have us confess him before men, 
and let others know that we are his fol- 
lowers. The way may not always be 
easy, but it is safe, and the reward is 
sure and sweet. How many in the class 
are willing to answer the Master with the 
Memory Verse: “Here am I; send me”? 
G Sing “I'll Go Where You Want Me to 

oO. 


Curnton, S. C, 
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Your Class of Girls. 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson Is Taught This: Week 
Who needs you? 


(1) God; (2) the world; (3) your neigh- 
bors; (4) yourself. 











HESE lessons from the Life of the 

King bring us, as teachers, many 
golden opportunities to help our very 
young girls to begin to learn some of 
the deepest and loftiest truths underly- 
ing the Christian life—to begin to live 
the “abundant life” now, while they are 
young. 

A thoughtful reading of the assigned 
section of Matthew for this week will 
suggest to you the answers listed above 
to the question, ““Who needs you?” Be- 
gin by asking your girls that question, 
and see what varied answers you will 
probably get: “Oh, nobody in particu- 
lar’; “Why, my mother, I think”; “My 
little brother”; ‘‘Nobody.” 








(1) Your first answer to that ques- 
tion is the startling one, “God needs you.” 
And the proof of this is in the text of 
our lesson (Matt. 10: 1-8), for did not 
the Son of God have’ need of those 
twelve most ordinary men he sent out to 
help in preaching the kingdom to Israel? 
Since God has chosen to make us in 
his own likeness, spiritually, we know 
from ourselves that he actually needs us 
in his service, since this is the sincerest 
expression of our love to him; just as a 
mother really needs, for her own com- 
plete happiness, the help of her little 
daughter’s hands, however weak or faulty 
the actual work done by those willing 
hands may be. Jesus needed the help of 
those twelve men—he longed for the 
assurance of their devotion that could be 
given in no oti-cr sufficient way. He did 
not send them out because he had not 
power to accomplish his work unaided, 
or just for their own sakes because of 
the experience they could gain, or what 
he could teach them thereby — only. 

So God, the almighty Creator-Father, 
needs that young girl’s help who sadly 
says, “Nobody needs me.” Tell her so. 
His heart is longing for her devotion, 
proved in this way. 


(2) But, just as the poor “sheep with- 
out a shepherd” who moved Christ to 
conipassion needed the work of those 
twelve, so the world today needs the 
vigorous enthusiasm and fresh hope of 
your girls, They can give to this hun- 
gry world what it hungers for far better 
than older workers can, if they will give 
now, while they are just girls. They 
need your help, older teacher, but the 
world at large needs the strength of 
youth —all kinds of strength, physical, 
mental, spiritual. 


(3) Once more, their very neighbors 


_need them—their near “neighbors” who 


are their school mates, classmates, every- 
day chums. Nobody can help. these near 
ones like the girl who so fully under- 
stands the problems of another girl. 
Sometimes the need of the strong girl 
for the weaker one, or the needier one, 
is not recognized; but it is often true 
that the lonely girl who feels nobody 
needs her can greatly enrich some other 
and brighter life by leaning a little on 
its strength. Do you not suppose that 
thosé twelve, who had been with the Lord 
and so had gained some spiritual vision 
and sturdiness, learned more about sym- 
pathy and tenderness and patience from 
their very efforts to help those who knew 
him not? Their neighbors according to 
the flesh, the Israelites, needed them, and 
they needed their neighbors. 


(4) Last of all, we find Christ teach- 
ing those first followers the paradoxical 
truth that we need ourselves—that to 
reach our higher selves we must lose our 
lesser selves in his service. Understand- 
ing this (Matt. 10: 34-42) is quite be- 
yond your girls —any of us! — but true 
it is, as life proves every, day; and if 
your teaching can help some girl to build 
her life upon that truth you will have 
been her friend indeed. 


Home Study 

This week you can enter in your “Life 
of the King” tuis wonderful fact: “My 
King needs me; (1) in service for 
others; (2) all for him; (3) that I may 
find the life he came to bring me.” Will 
you make this entry, in your notebook, 
and in your own. life? 

Rasun Gap, Ga. 
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Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CuRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
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uses both that paper and THE SuNpDAyY 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

lf your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What prayer did Christ teach his 
disciples that they were used in answer- 
ing? 

2. Does God ever answer such a prayer 
in this way today? How? 

3. Where may we, as young people, 
expect to find the “harvest”? 

4. In what respect is the “harvest” to- 
day different from that to which the 
twelve were sent? 

5. How does our message today differ 
from the message given to the twelve? 

6. In view of their message, why do 
you suppose Christ gave the twelve power 
to work miracles? 


wg 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Getting crowded. 

Discussion: How are the followers of 
Christ on earth today to carry out the 
commission he gave to his disciples? 

Objective: Accepting the challenge to 
lofty service. 

















AY, fellows, the world is jostling for 

elbow room. The North Pole has 
been discovered and the Arctic Circle has 
been charted. Commander Byrd is now 
flying over the South Pole and charting 
the Antarctic. A comparatively small 
portion of the earth’s surface remains 
yet to be penetrated by civilization. De- 
mocracy has broken down the barriers 
of remotest kingdoms, and republics have 
taken the places of monarchies the world 
around. Kimberly diamond mines have 
been throttled down because the supply 
of diamonds is greater than the demand; 
the world of trade has been fully oc- 
cupied in about all lines of merchandise, 
and gigantic combinations have been 
formed to hold for themselves a limited 
selling field. The stock market appar- 
ently has touched the ceiling and dropped 
back again. The Atlantic and the Pacific 
have been crossed by airplanes, and about 
the only new thing left to do in flying 
is to hop to Mars. The world, after ages 
of stretching itself, has begun to touch 
the sides of its shell. 

By no means, fellows, would I intimate 
that opportunities have been exhausted. 
Mr. Ford was quoted recently as saying 
that the present outgoing generation 
would leave behind it far greater oppor- 
tunities than it found at the beginning of 
this progressive age, and I firmly believe 
that is true. Mr. Edison says we have 
but scratched the surface of the possi- 
bilities of electricity. In fact, he said 
we know practically nothing, yet, about 
electricity. And surely that must be true 
if the Wizard of Menlo Park believes it. 
I am willing to trust him with my elec- 
tricity, though not with my title to life 
eternal. 

Certainly there are still in store great 
achievements in many lines for the studi- 
ous and the industrious; but listen, fel- 
lows, there is but one line that is so wide 
open that a fellow may enter without 
putting any restraint upon his enthusiasm 
and his expectations. That line is re- 
vealed to us in the tenth chapter of Mat- 
thew. 

In this day of big ideas and big: opera- 
tions we are not looking for limited fields. 
More than nineteen centuries ago the 
Lord Jesus said, “The harvest truly “is 
plenteous, but the labourers are few” 
(Matt. 9:37). Ever since then the har- 
vest has been growing greater and the 
laborers proportionately fewer. For those 
who have the vision to see it, the task 
today is. larger and the _ possibilities 
greater than they have been since the 
world began. 

One can throw everything he has into 
it and never reach its limits. Even the 






















































IF YOU WERE CALLED 
to the Telephone at One-ThirtyA. M. 


and you were a minister, and heard a girl’s voice say, 
“Doctor, will you come to the Hotel to see me?” 
what would you say? 

Would you refuse? Well, that’s what Doctor 
first. 

But the girl’s voice went on: ‘You see, Doctor, it’s like 
this. I came to this hotel yesterday afternoon to spend the 
night in sin. When I arrived here in this room I found a black 
book on the dresser and on the cover it said: ‘PLACED IN 
THIS HOTEL BY THE GIDEONS.’ I wondered who they 
could be. When I opened the cover I found the book to be 
like the one my dear old mother used to read. I have changed 
my plans and I[ would like to talk the matter over with you.” 

That preacher changed Ais plans, too. In a few minutes he 
was teliing his experience to the night clerk at the hotel A 
few minutes later he listened to the girl’s story. 

She went home and became a Christian. The preacher 
tells this story with heart-felt joy. Suppose your money had 
supplied shat Bible! Perhaps it did ! 


Suppose Tom Were Alone in a Hotel Room in the Evening 
and had slipped away from the old safeguards, the old faith, 
the old restraints, and didn’t much care now—what would 
he do? Would that evening be one he would be glad to 
remember? Here is what occurred to one man: 











did at 





‘*Six months ago I was practically down and out as a traveling 
man, as I was drinking heavily and was also guilty of other sins. I 
had made arrangements to go out fora night of revel. I acciden- 
tally (?) placed my hat over the Gideon Bible on my table and in 
lifting it to put it on to go out, in some way it caught the cover of the 
Bible and it opened to the 20th chapter of Exodus, and so from mere 
curiosity I began reading at the Fifth Commandment, ‘Honor thy 
father and thy mother,’ etc. I read on for quite a time. It brought 
back to me the prayers that my father and mother taught me, and my 
Christian home. ‘Then and there I gave up my contemplated revel 
and gave my heart to Christ. I am living a Christian life today. I 
believe that God's hand opened the Bible for me at the right spot.”’ 


Perhaps you don’t know much about loneliness, or the tug 
of the night-life in a city, or the discouragement that comes 
to men and women away from home. But thousands do know. 
And instance after instance could be given of the detaining, 
arresting, restoring, steadying, converting power of that Book 
on the bureau in the hotel room, placed there by the Gideons. 

Nearly a million Bibles have thus been placed in hotels by the 
Gideons, the Christian traveling men’s soul-winning organization. 

One Dollar places a Bible in any American hotel. 

How many will you give ? 


THIS WAS FOUND ON THE FLY LEAF OF A GIDEON BIBLE 


‘‘Alone with God and my conscience, the one to condemn, the 
other to pity and forgive, I do here, now, voluntarily and honestly 
repent of my sins and pledge before high Heaven that by the help of 
my Heavenly Father, I will live henceforth a clean and righteous 
life. Signed in tears of contrition, A Traveling Man." 

Thousands of such cases follow our Bible distribution. 

Do you want a part in it? 

Then fill out and cut out and mail this coupon with your 
check or money order ! 


THE GIDEONS 


140 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 

















THE GIDEONS s.8.T. 
140 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill. 
Enclosed find check for $........ . for the distribution of The Gideon Bibles in 








American Hotels. 
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| the limit of my capacity for the enjoy- 
| ment of wealth. 





possibility of a limit in any undertaking 
dims one’s enthusiasm. I might be per- 
mitted to make a hundred million dollars, 
but before I could use any considerable 
part of the first million, I would discover 


I might get world-wide 
fame, of a noble kind; but history tells 
me that famous men of all ages have met 
sore disappointment in fame itself, and 
many of the gloriously famous have died 
of a broken heart. 

The task that Christ gives a fellow to 
do is limitless: limitless in possibilities of 
achievement, of power, of love, of joy- 
ous satisfaction. I can throw myself into 
it with an abandon that would be reckless 
in anything else. I have a spirit (and so 
have you) that chafes at the restricted 
scale of material things and man-made 
measurements. I am like an eagle in a 
cage; an eagle with great wings to soar 
far above the plains, to breast the storm, 
and to fly in the face of the morning 
sun — yet unable to stretch without break- 
ing wing feathers against the sides of the 
cage. The task that Christ gives opens 
the door.and bids me to mount upon the 
wings of the morning. 

Just look, fellows, what the Lord Jesus 
told his disciples to do. ‘And as ye go, 
preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven 





is at hand.” The greatest joy of a real 
herald is to tell good tidings. The sin- 
ner need not die; Jesus Christ has ar- 
ranged for his redemption. 

“Heal the sick.” I saw a man today 
who had been snatched from physical 
death. Ah, how grateful he was. 

“Cleanse the lepers.” Fouled by sin 
and sensing the nearness of eternal death, 
how gracious a service is done the sinning 
man by Christ’s cleansing messengers. 

“Raise the dead.” “And you hath he 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses 

and sins” (Eph. 2:1). 
! “Cast out devils.’ One of the miracles 
of today is the man who has come out 
of his evil life and become transformed 
into useful citizenship, because one of 
these Christ messengers found him and 
told him the glad news. 

“Freely ye have received, freely give.” 
Freely — that’s the word of no restric- 
tions. I like to give, sometimes, to some- 
body who is needy; but always there is 
the hesitation that comes of the conscious- 
ness that my own store of the world’s 
goods is limited. Not so with the most 
priceless and most precious of ‘‘commodi- 
' ties,” —the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
more you give of that, the more you have. 

So it is, fellows, the task is limitless, 
the joy of it is boundless. I‘had a letter 
from the Editor of THE Sunpay ScHOooL 
TIMEs today, a man who is literally pour- 
ing out his life in a great bold stream 
for Christ’s sake. In it, he paused to 
exclaim: “But what a time of heavy 
pressure and many responsibilities and 
opportunities we are all living in!” I 
am glad he said “we are all living in,” 
for that includes you and me! 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
ye 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of February 16) 


1. Matthew records several times in these 
two chapters, as do Mark and Luke for 
similar scenes, that “great multitudes fol- 
lowed him” or “many publicans and sinners 
came,” and the like. Read the parallel 
accounts to get more of this. 


2. Note the list of those who appealed 
to him and received help,-—the proud Ro- 
man captain (centurion) and the ruler of 
the synagogue, Jairus, the sick woman, the 
outcast demoniac and leper, and the little 
twelve-year-old girl. : 

3. “According to your faith be it unto 
you,” are Christ’s own words for the one 
necessary condition that these sufferers could 
meet — must meet. 


4. “When he saw... he was moved with 
; compassion on them,” “and healed all that 
| were sick” that came for healing (Matt. 9: 
| 36 and 8: 16). 

: 5. He 
' sins. 
6. “Man looketh on the outward appear- 
i ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart” (1 
‘Sam. 16: 7). 


























ical relief. 
physically and in addition to that made clean 


Mar. 
Mar. 


Mar. 23. 


FEBRUARY. 8, 1930 


8. The palsied man came hoping for phys- 
He was completely restored 


fore God in the forgiveness of his sins. 
9. Physical, intellectual, social, and spir- 


itual. 


10. The calling of Matthew. 
11. It can, on the ground that the deepest 


need of Matthew was to know Christ bet- 
ter and to live for him. 


12. “And Jesus went about .. . teaching 
. -preaching ... healing’ (Matt. 9: 35). 
13. Personal. 

14. Because the two chapters which con- 


stitute the lesson include more than healing. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Mar. 2. Faith and What It Does. Heb. 11: 


32-38. (Consecration meeting.) 
Why and How Win Others 
Christ? Isa. 61 : 1-3; Rev. 22: 17. 
16. Peter, a Great Evangelist. 
4: 18-20; 16: 16. 

What Barriers Keep People Away 
from Christ? Mark 10:17-22; Luke 14: 
16-20. 


I-10, 


9. to 


Matt. 


Sunday, February 23 
The Value of the Bible for Non- 
Christian Nations 
(Isa. 30: 21; Luke 8: 11-15) 





Mon.—Value as a light (Psa. 119 : 105, 130). 

Tues.—As guide to conscience (Heb. 4: 
12> 33). 

Wed.—As revelation of God (Heb. 1 : 1-4). 

Thurs.—As moral leader (Tit. 2: 11-15). 

Fri—As revealer of Christ (2 Cor. 4: 1-6). 

Sat.—As builder of brotherhood (Eph. 3: 
14-21). 











spiritual need,—his unforgiven 


7. “That ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins.” 


‘What has the Bible done for China? 
What new truths does the Bible teach non- 
Christians ? 


‘What would happen if the Bible were for- 
gotten? 


A LEARNED Chinese was employed 
by some missionaries to help in the 
translation of the New Testament. At 
first the work of translating had no ap- 
parent effect upon the scholarly man. But, 
after a time, he became quite agitated, 
and said, 

“What a wonderful book this is.” 

“Why so?” asked the missionary. 

“Because,” said the Chinese man, “it 
tells me so exactly about myself. It knows 
all that is in me. The one who made 
this book must be the one who made me.” 


we 
One cannot long read the Bible with 
an open mind without being convinced 
of one of two things. Either it is ex- 
actly what it claims to be from cover to 
cover, the Word of God—God’s voice 
speaking to man, or it is a gigantic fraud. 
And the more one reads the more the 
realization is born in upon the mind that 
the second alternative cannot be right, 
for no fraud could speak so unerringly 
and with such words of wisdom concern- 
ing everything that affects man. 
b 
Missionary records are filled with in- 
stances of the convincing and convicting 
power of the Bible. The Word itself 
tells us why this is so, “The word of 
God is quick [or living], and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, pierc- 
ing even to the dividing asunder of souf 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). 
t-4 " 
But the Bible has a greater value for 
those without Christ than merely that of 
showing them their sin and shortcomings. 
If it stopped there mankind would be with- 
out hope. The Bible not only reveals sin, 
but it tells us what God has done about 
sin. It tells us of sin’s awful penalty, but 
it points the way of escape through be- 
lief on the Lord Jesus Christ. It shows 
that all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God and that none are 
righteous. But it also tells of the love 
of God that caused him to give his only 
































Lesson for February 23 


Son that whosoever would believe on him 
should not perish but have everlasting 
life. 

It is right here that the Bible is abso- 
lutely unique in the world. There are 
many fine philosophies among non-Chris- 
tian nations. In the writings of some 
heathen leaders and teachers we shall find 
some high standards and moral principles. 
But there is absolutely no solution in 
any of them of man’s great problem as 
to how to attain to life on a higher plane. 
There is no remedy offered for the sin 
that every one, apart from €hrist, finds 
in his or her life. This is why the Bible 
is not merely a good standard to place 
in the hands of a non-Christian nation, 
it is the only standard, for it is God’s 
revelation to all mankind of the only 
hope in this life and in the life to come. 


To be sure, we shall see in heathen 
lands to which the Bible has been carried 
many secondary results of the dissemina- 
tion of its truths and principles. Sociol- 
ogists tell us that the teaching of the 
Bible by Christian missionaries is respon- 
sible for the awakening of China polit- 
ically and socially. Leaders of the mass 
movement *in India freely quote from the 
Bible and acknowledge its influence. But 
awakened China has made and may still 
make some sad mistakes. India may 
know Bible teachings” but lack the power 
to carry them out. We must not mis- 
take such secondary results for the one 
primary purpose that God. had had in 
mind in preserving the Bible and scatter- 
ing it in heathen lands. Only when non- 
Christian nations come to see in the Bible 
the Lord Jesus Christ as God’s only Son, 
the Lamb slain from before the founda- 
tion of the world for man’s sin, and turn 
to him in repentance and faith for sal- 
vation, shall these lands know the real 
value of God’s Word. 

Should not those of us who have ex- 
perienced the real value of the Word 
through salvation in Christ be fired with 
a new zeal to take it or send it to those 
who sit in darkness without hope? 


ye 
What value do I personally put on God’s 
Word? 
How does my use of it bear out what I 
say as to its value? 
How much am I concerned about getting 
the Bible to those who do not have it? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


Gospel Centers in the Ardennes 
(Continued from page 81) 


is a city numbering over fourteen thou- 
sand inhabitants, and not far from its 
better known neighbor, Aix-la-Chapelle. 
We have known that there was one Prot- 
estant pastor in this region, and that he 
was a man faithful to the Word of God, 
so we immediately turn toward his home. 
To our keen disappointment we find him 
away, but his hospitable German wife 
bids us enter, prepares us bread and but- 
ter. and coffee, and: tells us much that 
we have.come so far to learn. 

Before the war, when this region 
formed part of the Prussian Rhine Prov- 
inces, there were four German pastors 
ministering to the scattered groups of 
Protestants. But with the war all were 
compelled. to leave, and it was only by 
sufferance of the Belgian Government 
that one pastor had been permitted to 
return. He was ministering to six scat- 
tered parishes, but his wife remarked 
to us pathetically that there were thirty- 
eight towns and villages where there 
were small groups of Protestants and not 
a pastor for any of them. We knew 
that in these Provinces German was gen- 
erally spoken, although in many places 
French was also used; and we knew also 
that beside these desolate groups of Prot- 
estants, there were thousands of others 
who had no spiritual bread but a stone 
to whom we were called to minister. As 
we left the house, and headed back toward 
old Belgium, and home, our hearts and 
heads were busy with the problem as 
to how to reach these people. Men and 
means we must have, but men must be 
those who know the German tongue and 
who are not afraid of the hardships and 
isolation accompanying so wide-flung a 
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parish, Our Mission income is in no way | 


keeping up with the rapid extension of 
the work, so that, too, demands much 
prayer. But something must be done at 
once! So we.are planning to send our 
French Gospel car, with two workers, 
if possible, to colport the whole length 
and breadth of the country; meanwhile 
praying that soon, very soon, we may 
be able to follow with one or more resi- 
dent workers. And to that end, will not 
those who read join us in praying for this 
needy part of Belgium? 


BrussELs, BELGIUM. 





[ Children at Home 





Kome’s Return 
A true story from Africa 
By Amelia ©. Stott 


T WAS indeed a discouraging village. 

Agnes Weston in all her many years 
in Central Africa had never come across 
a more depressing place. The people were 
not only sunk in ignorance and supersti- 
tion, but wholly indifferent to her and 
her message. : 

The Sub-Chief made it nearly impos- 
sible for the missionary’s servant to buy 
food, and it was easy to see she was an 
unwelcomed visitor. Alas! for several 
years there had been no Christian teacher 
in that village, and what little the people 
had learned about God had been entirely 
forgotten. The tiny reed-and-n .d hut, 
where once church services had been held, 
was now in ruins. 

Only one of the village children could 
read a little, and that was fifteen-year-old 
Komé, who had managed to learn ‘be- 
fore the Christian teacher had been with- 
drawn. Agnes Weston immediately 
started at getting the children together 
under a big shady tree near the river 
for an open-air Sunday-school. 


Of them all Komé was the only 
one who listened and showed. inter- 
est and __ intelligence. She always 
planted herself right in the front 


and kept her eyes glued on the picture, 
eagerly trying to answer every question. 
She learned her texts readily and haunted 
the place of meeting all the time. The 
missionary found her a clever little botan- 
ist knowing all the local names for the 
herbs and flowers. She taught Agnes 
quite a lot of animal lore, and was amused 
at her obvious fear of the crocs and hip- 
pos which abounded in the vicinity. In- 
deed, it was a sad day for both when the 
white teacher was forced to go on to 
other equally needy places. In fact, it 
was only for Komé’s sake that the mis- 
sionary determined to pay a return visit 
some months later. 

As she approached the village she was 
greeted by the wildest shouting and wail- 
ing. When close to Komé’s hut, her 
mother suddenly dashed out screaming 
and yelling like a mad woman, and hurl- 
ing herself on the ground before Agnes. 

“Wicked One, do not come near us. 
Evil Eye, who bewitched our _Komé— 
our one priceless treasure of a daughter. 
A crocodile carried her off last night 
when she went to fetch water from the 
river. It was thine evil influence that 
gave him the power. Komé! Komé! 
Return to thy heart-broken mother.” Then 
the woman began cursing the white 
teacher and her God. Others gathered 
round, listening and encouraging her. 

_It was a highly tense and dangerous 
situation, and Agnes Weston paused to 
send her swift S O S heavenward before 
she and her African Christian helpers 
fell on their knees. How they prayed and 
besought God to do the seemingly impos- 
sible, to save Komé, even though it 
sounded a hopeless plea. They continued 
praying while the excited crowd closed 
in around them, listening against their 
will to those passionate words of heart- 
felt agonizing with God. It was an experi- 
ence Agnes Weston never forgot. She had 
told the people that her God was almighty, 
the God of impossibilities, and now the 








tremendous test was applied. She seemed 





unable to rise from her knees, and more 
than two hours passed while her faithful 
helpers stood by her ready to suffer if 
necessary with her at the hands of those 
wild excited people. 

Suddenly a shout rent the air —a shout 
of incredulous astonishment! A_ girl, 
wounded, weak, and tottering from loss 
of blood, appeared stumbling through the 
bush. 

“Komé! Komé!” they all shouted. 

“So! So!” she cried as they gazed in 
wonder, thinking her to be a vision from 
the dead. Then with a great effort she 
cried, 

“The white man’s God does deliver. 
He has answered prayer and saved me 
from the jaws of the crocodile. Mother, 
Father, friends, surely you will now be- 
lieve, and serve him. The crocodile sud- 
denly appeared and seized my leg, drag- 
ing me off to his lair in the reeds. My 
head striking a rock as he pulled me along 
stunned me, and he thought I was dead. 
So he hid me in a deep hole, for, as you 
know, he always dislikes eating fresh 
meat. When I came back to myself I saw 
him asleep blocking the opening to his 
hole, and I thought all was lost, but there 
seemed an inner Voice whispering to me, 

“*Pray to God, he only can deliver.’ I 
remembered the true story about Daniel 
teacher told me, and so I prayed. Then 
it seemed that the same Voice whispered, 
‘Burrow to the back of the hole,’ and I 
did so. Above it were the roots of a 
great tree, and suddenly the earth fell 
away from them and I saw a tiny gleam 
of light. I toiled very hard, praying to 
God as I kept scooping out the earth, 
and at last I was able to wriggle out on 
the river bank, and here I am. God is 
— love.” 

Then Komé, whose leg was horribly 
mauled, swayed and fell in a dead faint. 
Agnes Weston rushed forward and gath- 
ered the girl in her arms. 

“Thank God! Qh, thank God!” she 
exclaimed. “I can soon heal her. God 
has heard our prayers and saved her by 
a miracle indeed.” 

Komeé’s wounds were skillfully dressed, 
and after some weeks she was well again, 
though she would always be a little lame, 
as one leg was shorter than the other. 
But she said it would always be a re- 
minder of God’s goodness to her, and 
when she and her parents were shortly 
after baptized she chose the name of 
Easter, saying, “Truly God saved me 
when I was nigh. unto death. I want to 
live only for him all the days of my life, 
as one raised up to life for his glory.” 


WortTHING, Sussex, ENG. 





[ Letters from Readers 








Canadian Presbyterian Mission, 
Szepingkai, Manchuria, China. 

Dear Mr. Trumbull: Today, though now 
only at noon, has been a day. of God’s out- 
standing mercies to us, and our hearts are 
full of thankfulness as I begin this letter 
to you. 

Yesterday we arrived home after a month 
at an out-station feeling rather “blue,” for 
a club bag containing several things we 
could never replace (among them my large 
Daily Light with dozens of “snaps” of dear 
ones in it, among these yours) had disap- 
peared and we could get no trace of it. 
We just knelt down and asked the Lord to 
keep it and have it returned to us. (This 
was a very daring request, knowing China 
and the Chinese.) This morning word has 
come that the bag is being brought to us! 

Another thing which has. rejoiced our 
hearts is that in’ this morning’s mail your 
letters to Dr. Goforth and one to myself 
have come. Other letters have brought us 
most timely and precious financial help 
toward the support of the more than twenty 
Chinese evangelists for whom we are now 
trusting the Lord to send support. Some of 
the donors belong to the Times family! 

I am sure Mrs. Trumbull will join you in 
praising God for most blessedly answering 
prayer for me to return to the homeland for 
a few months at-least. For months I have 
felt it most urgent that I should return, 
but en account of these cataracts, and also 
because I could not leave Dr. Goforth, the 
way seemed closed. For some weeks I have 
just left the whole matter with the Lord, 
and now the answer has come. Our Board 





writes us that we have earned the right to 
return at any time for any reason we may 
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deem best. Dr. Goforth feeis he should 
present the needs of this field before our 
General Assembly in Hamilton next June,_ 
and now plans to sail for Canada March 
25 by the Canada (from Kobe). In think- 
ing of returning home, we both think and 
speak of the possibility of again seeing you 
both. Dr. Goforth does not think it will 
be possible for him to remain absent from 
this field longer than seven months, so this 
would mean only about five months in the 
homeland. 

May you have a most blessed season, and 
may the blessing of the Lord continue 
throughout the year 1930. ‘Till He come.” 
With warm Christian love from us both to 
yourself and your good _ wife, 








Yours rich in His mercies, 
RosALIND GOFORTH. 














This Ideal Table 


for Beginners, Primary 
and Juniors 
is scientifically correct, is artistically 
designed and finished, and provides 
ample space without waste space. 
FREE CATALOG 
sent on request to any church inter- 
ested in tables, chairs, desks, etc. 


MEIGS PUBLISHING CO. 
53 W. Washington Street 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 




















CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS. 


announce the completion of 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
of uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York — Philadelphia — Asheville 

















W. H. Colgrove. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 


THE ILLUSTRATOR > 


gives Sunday-school teachers the best! 


‘Would not do without it for ten times its cost.” 


Sample copy free. 








The Times 


Book Service 
OFFERS 


A convenient method of order- 
ing books reviewed or mentioned 
in the Times — 


A means of securing books 
on many subjects of interest to 
Christian workers and Bible 
students — 


Books that are true to the 
old faith. 


Just one order, written just once, canin- {J 
clude books from several sources. The 
Times Book Service will gather them for 
you, and ship them carefully packed, 
postpaid. 


H. TRUMBULL HOWARD 


Conducting a Book Service for Times readers 








401 West Durham Road,Philadelphia,Pa. 




























































































































































































THE FULL GOSPEL LINE OF 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


Fundamentally true to the Bible. A deep- 

ly spiritual exposition of the international 

Lessons for the home and for every de- 
partment of the Sunday-school. 


FOR USE IN ALL DENOMINATIONS 
| Write for FreeSamples and Prices 
Please address Room 10 








Tt CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE PUBLISHING co 





ESTABLISHED 1886 
HARRISBURG ~ PA 


“Committal” 


One of Mr. McConkey’s latest tracts. 
Comforting ; Convicting; Conclusive. 
“* Every one who worries should read 
Committal,’’ says a discriminating 
reader. Be sure to write for it. 
Sent absolutély free, postpaid 
Address 


Silver Publishing Society, Dept. S. 


1013 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




















HOTELBRISTOL 


1* 12Q WEST 48th STREET + 
"NEW YORK, 
Most conveniently locatéd—only a 
few minutes walk to all shopping 
and amusement centers—yet quiet 
Famous Table d’Hote Restaurants 


Luncheon 50c . .. . Dinner $1.00 
Also A La Carte Service ( 





Room, Single, *2” - Double *3” Per Day 
a aime 
Bath, Single, *3” - Double #5” Per Day 


LATE ore 














‘Mearrung 
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A. Candle Light Service 


for EASTER 


ANOTHER 


MINIATURE E-Z PAGEANT 
employing all the school 
and audience without 
memory work or re- 
hearsals, and costing less 
than 8 as much-as the 
usual “work and worry”’ 


kind. 
Free examination copy 


on request. Address 


G. C. Tullar, Room 620 M, 
154 Nassau St., New York. 









M ATTHEW Gospel of the Coming King, 5c. 





ale: 24 for $1.00. Vest rocket size, 
cloth binding, good print, map of Palestine, adjust- 
able leather cover, 25 cents. 


ELIZABETH MERRIAM, ‘Framingham, Mass. 





When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


please 
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IROYALTYSE 
onYour Church School Hymnals @ 


Many books are merely compilations of selections from 





For Family Worship ‘) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 17 to 23 
Mon.—Matthew 1@: 1-4. Choosing the Twelve. 


This is not the “choosing.” That had 
been made before (Luke 6:13). The 
title of Tuesday's “reading” applies 
equally here. Our Lord’s foresight pro- 
vides for the future propagation of the 
kingdom by instructing those to carry 
on the work when he shall go away. 
When he gets the Twelve to the point 
where they actually believe he is the 
Messiah (16:16), he tells them of his 
atoning mission (16:21). It required 
the fact of the resurrection to make them 
understand that. Their full empowerment 
occurred at Pentecost. Are we patiently 
training our children, our Sunday-school 
class to go on with the Lord’s work? 

PRAYER SucGestTions: Pray for the 
World-wide Evangelization Crusade — for 
the fifty missionaries in the heart of Af- 
rica; for the four thousand natives, and 
for the local revival to continue; for the 
twenty missionaries and score of con- 
verts in the heart of Amazonia in Brasil; 
for the three workers in the heart of 
Asia in Baltistan; for the Rev. W. F. 
Roadhouse, Secretary (North American 
Headquarters, 187 Keele Street, Toronto, 
Ont., Can.) 


Tues.—Matthew 10 : 5-15. 
‘The Twelve Commissioned. 


Their message was that the King of 
Israel was in their midst, and the long 
looked for kingdom at hand. There is 
hardly justification here (vs. 9, 10) for 
the enthusiastic poverty of the old mendi- 
cant orders. The spirit but not the let- 
ter of this commission applies to the 
Lord’s ministers today. Our own gen- 
eration may well heed the terrible warn- 
ing in verse 15 of sinning against Gospel 
light. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
place of Miss Hulda Stumph, murdered 
missionary of the Africa Inland Mission, 
may be filled; pray that young men espe- 
cially will hear God’s call to pioneer work 
in Africa and other mission lands. 


Wed.—Matthew 10 : 16-23. 
The Twelve Cautioned. 


The pérsecuting wolf or the wolf mas- 
querading in sheep’s clothing has been the 
enemy of the little flock of the true 
Church all through the centuries (John 
10:12; Acts 20:29). To meet the issue 
we need to be, as Dean Plumptre puts 
it, “at once supremely guileful and abso- 
lutely guileless,” like the serpent and the 
dove respectively (v. 16). The Spirit 
only, fully yielded to, can accomplish this 
useful contradiction in us (v. 20). 

PRAYER Swuacestions: Pray for the 
Armenian Gospel and Industrial Mission 
(care Missionary Prayer League, 473 
Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.); for 
its work among refugees and others; for 
the Bible women and Children’s School; 
for one million Testaments in various 
languages to use in Greece. 


Thurs.—Matthew 10 : 24-33. 
The Twelve Encouraged. 

A great editor who succeeded ‘his 
father used to speak with delight of the 
statement of the senior, “You write as 
well as I do.” It is enough (v. 25) for 
the Twelve — and for us—to be as the 
Master. Sometimes the pay for. our serv- 
ice. is misunderstandings and persecutions, 
imprisonments like Paul’s and Bunyan’s, 
lonely graves on mission fields, even mar- 
tyrdom like James’ and Peter’s. But 
verse 32 gives encouragement to every 
hard pressed disciple. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: Pray for the 
American Mission to Lepers, Inc. (156 
Fifth Avenue, Room 1118 P, New York 
City) ; for its hundred and three hospital 
centers in thirty countries; for money to 
supply the healing chaulmcogra oil. 


Church Hymnals. 


Books published. 


Fully orchestrated. 


lication Board. 


(Lesson for February 23) FEBRUARY 8, 1930 


The purchasers are compelled to pay exorbitant royalties 

for work any one can do with a pair of scissors and a pot of 

paste. Why pay excessive prices for Sunday School Hymnals? 

Let us submit samples of the finest Sunday School Hymn 
Each contains delightful, attractive, 

specially written music for youth. als 

the best of tried and true Christian Hymns. 


Contents grouped for all general and special occasions. 


Each o contains 


Prices to suit all schools $30.—$40.—$45. the hundred 
according to binding. Why pay $60. to $75?. 


Inspection samples sent to Pastors, Superintendents or 
Committees. Send postal giving name of Church or School. 


After your selection place your order with your own Pub- 


Hall-Mack Company, 21st and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
National Music Co., Western Selling Agents, 218 S; Wabash Ave., Chicago, tll. 
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Fri.—Luke 9 : 49-56. : The Twelve Instructed. 


It is a serious thing to “forbid” service 
in the Lord’s name, even though the 
servant followeth not on.all lines with 
our group. Let us be careful about this, 
if he is really casting out devils. 
And let us beware, on -the other 
hand, of the Samaritans of Modernism 
and false cults, who would swerve us 
from the old historic faith. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIonNsS: Pray for the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance (260 
West Forty-fourth Street, New York 
City), with a reach to sixty-five million 
pagans and Mohammedans, in thirty-four 
languages; that it may realize its aim 
to get missions firmly planted in French 
West Africa, French Congo, Southern 
Philippines, Laos, Tonkin, Eastern Siam, 
and among the Indian tribes of South 
America and the tribes of aborigines in 
Africa. 

Sat.—Matthew 28 : 16-20. 
The Great Commission. 

Here is the great purpose for which 
the Twelve were chosen and instructed. 
And likewise we. There is vast, incon- 
ceivable opportunity before us today, if 
we do our part in this, our own genera- 
tion. Write to the World Dominion 
Press (113 Fulton Street, New York 
City) and the Pioneer Mission Agency 
(80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia) for literature which 
will give an enlarged vision of need and 
possibility. 

Prayer SuaceEstions: Pray for the 
All-Russian Evangelical Union (156 
Fifth Avenue, New York City); for the 
Rev. J. S. Prokhanoff and his helpers in 
Russia, and for the blessing of God on 
the Russian Bibles lately printed. 


Sun.—Isaiah 52: 7-12. Heralds of Salvation. 


Men besieged bless the very feet of 
the herald who brings the news of peace. 
We are heralds to the sin-besieged world. 
How swift are our feet to publish good 
tidings? If we are not running with the 
Good News, are we really sure we are 
saved? 

Prayer Sucacestions: Pray for the 
New York Gospel Mission to the Jews, 
Inc. (137 Avenue B, New York City), 
that this year may be a reaping time in 
the Jewish harvest field; pray for all 
Jewish missions. 





Expert embroiderers pre- 
) fer “Adjusto” cork-cush-~ 
ioned hoops. 
Get the genuine, 





At good storeg” 


1-7-9 4 Sole), 


ADD PEP TOANY PARTY 


Balloon game book and 6 samples, 1oc ; 
15-20c; 1 












00-$1.00. 
WYANDOT CO., Galion, Ohio 
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A HOME MISSIONARY 
NEED 


Rural Canada has vast Gospel- - 
eh wonemn Gonads bee os ospel-neglee 


areas in ea great vinc' 
Thousands of i oie hel eam 
are without any witness. Haundre 
thousands of children are outside the reach of 
church or Sunday School. Doors are open on 
coony hand. Wien ase clfsting tiamestves: fer 
this — work. But funds are wanting. Will 
‘ou help us reach thesé rwise unreached”’ ? 
$1200 sapports = aiesionery for one year: 


TheCanadian Sunday School Mission 


601 Lombard Street, Winnipeg, Canada 

















Voice +! Prophecy 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
Rev. J. Oswald Smith—Rev. J. B. Chapman 
Contributing Editors 
F. M. Messenger, Editor-in-chief 
Twenty-four pages of Up-to-date Prophetic Matter 
One copy 10c, $1.00 the year 


Videre Pub. Co., 213-G, W. 5 PL, icago, 1H. 


Gye Sanday School Times 


President and Publisher 
Puitip E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CuHaRLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 























Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States. and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or-any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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